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Lesson 2 15

a David Anticipates 
the Temple (I Chron
i  cles 22:210)

David said to Solomon: “My son, I 
had it in my heart to build a house 
for the Name of the Lord my God.” 
 —I Chronicles 22:7

In order to halt the plague on 
Israel caused by his ill-advised cen-
sus, David purchased the threshing 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite on 
Mount Moriah to present sacrifices 
(see 21:18; II Chron. 3:1). From that 
time, David seemed to have a deep 
sense that a permanent temple of 
the Lord should be built at that 
place to replace the movable taber-
nacle (see I Chron. 22:1).

Resident aliens in Israel had been 
conscripted as laborers from the 
time of Joshua (see Josh. 9:27). David 
had appointed an officer named 
Adoniram to oversee forced labor 
(see II Sam. 20:24). In the final years 
of David’s reign, non-Israelite resi-
dents of the land were required to 
prepare and stockpile stones for the 
pending temple project (I Chron. 
22:2). These stones were “dressed,” 

that is, cut into their finished shape, 
at the quarries because no intrusive 
sounds of stonecutting would be 
permitted on the temple site during 
construction (see I Kings 6:7).

David Prepares  
for the Temple

I Chronicles 22:2—29:20

As Iron  
Sharpens  

Iron
Bronze, an alloy of tin 

and copper, was the metal 
of choice in the biblical 
world until the end of the 
period of the judges. The 
melting point of iron is 
over 1500° C, so major 
advances in ore processing 
were necessary to make its 
large-scale use practical. 

Ironworking entered 
Canaan with the Philistines, 
who probably brought the 
skill from Crete. After David 
conquered the Philistine 
cities, iron became increas-
ingly common in Israel.
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16 Lesson 2

I Chronicles 22:2-10

honor the Lord whom he loved with 
all his heart. No matter how sig-
nificant or mundane a task, we also 
should seek to honor the Lord in all 
we do. 

Ask Yourself . . . What do I want to be 
the crowning achievement of my life?

When David summoned Solomon 
to charge him to build the temple in 
the early years of his reign, Solomon 
probably was about 20 (22:6). The 
aging David revealed two personal 
items to his young son: first, his 
own long-standing desire to build 
the temple; second, the Lord’s rev-
elation that he was disqualified as 
temple builder because of the blood-
shed associated with his continual 
warfare (vss. 7, 8).

David called the temple “a house” 
because it would be permanent in 
comparison to the movable tent- 
tabernacle. According to the king, 
the house was for God’s name. 
God’s name represented His attri-
butes, especially His visible glory, 
which settled on the temple after its 
dedication (see II Chron. 6:20; 7:1).

In Hebrew the name Solomon is 
similar to shalom, the word for peace 
(I Chron. 22:9). Because Solomon’s 
reign would be a time of peace, the 
Lord had chosen him to build His 
temple. David quoted to Solomon 
part of the Lord’s promise about 
the Davidic dynasty found in I 
Chronicles 17:11-14 (22:10). The lat-
ter part of I Chronicles 22:10 implies 
that David’s immediate son Solo-
mon foreshadowed the king’s later 
descendant Jesus Christ, also known 
as the Son of David (see Matt. 1:1).

Iron had been scarce in Israel right 
up to the time of David (see I Sam. 
13:19-22). After David conquered 
the iron-producing Philistine cit-
ies (see I Chron. 18:1; 20:4-8), Israel 
had access to this metal, which was 
replacing bronze in weaponry, tools, 
and fasteners. Archaeologists call 
this historical era Iron Age I, dur-
ing which iron’s use was new and 
revolutionary. David’s supply of 
iron would have been finite, but his 
access to bronze was virtually infi-
nite (22:3). Bronze made more attrac-
tive decorations, and the temple 
plans depended on massive bronze 
ornamentation.

David’s relationship with Hiram, 
king of Tyre (see II Sam. 5:11), pro-
vided him with access to the famed 
cedars of Lebanon (I Chron. 22:4). 
Loggers floated rafts of logs from 
Phoenician ports to Joppa or other 
Israelite coastal cities (see I Kings 
5:9). There the rafts were broken up 
and the cedar logs moved inland for 
storage in the Jerusalem area.

The aged David justified his 
ex tensive preparations for the tem-
ple on the basis of Solomon’s youth 
(I Chron. 22:5). The Bible gives no 
definite indication of Solomon’s 
age. David’s affair with Bathsheba 
occurred about 995 b.c. Solomon 
was the fourth son born to Bathshe-
ba and David (see 3:5), so he could 
hardly have been born before 990 
b.c. He succeeded David as king in 
970 b.c. 

Mostly, the reader senses in the 
Chronicler’s record David’s drive 
to do everything he could to ensure 
that the temple would adequately 
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17Lesson 2

I Chronicles 22:11-19

ity of building the temple (vs. 11). 
Note the similarities between David’s 
encouragement of Solomon as his 
successor and Moses’ encourage-
ment of Joshua in a similar situation. 
Moses had wanted to lead Israel into 
the promised land (see Deut. 3:23-25); 
David wanted to build the temple 
(see I Chron. 22:7). The Lord refused 
Moses’ desire because of imperfect 
obedience (see Num. 20:8-12); He 
refused David’s desire because of 
blood defilement (see I Chron. 22:8). 
Both Moses and David prayed for the 
success of their successors (see Deut. 
31:8; I Chron. 22:11). Obedience to the 
law of the Lord was held up to both 
as critical to their success (see Josh. 

David Challenges 
the Leaders  
(I Chron i  cles  
22:1119)

“Now devote your heart and soul to 
seeking the Lord your God. Begin 
to build the sanctuary of the Lord 
God, so that you may bring the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord and the 
sacred articles belonging to God 
into the temple.” —I Chronicles 
22:19

David challenged his young son 
Solomon to accept the responsibil-

b

Biblical Weights
David took “great pains” to provide certain amounts of wood, 
stone, and precious metals for the temple (I Chron. 22:14). Here 
is a chart that describes certain Old Testament weights with their 
modern equivalents.

10 gerahs = 1 bekah (about 1/5 ounce)

2 bekahs = 1 shekel (about 2/5 ounce)

50 shekels = 1 mina (about 1 1/4 pounds)

60 minas = 1 talent (about 75 pounds)
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18 Lesson 2

I Chronicles 23—27

David extended his challenge to 
include other leaders of Israel 
whose help his son would need to 
accomplish the construction of the 
temple (I Chron. 22:17). The old 
king reminded these politicians 
and military brass of the practical 
accomplishments of his reign. He 
reminded them that through his 
government the Lord had given 
them security, conquest, and territo-
ry (vs. 18). His point was that there 
were no political or military loose 
ends to distract the combined lead-
ership of Israel from building the 
temple, the single most important 
task left undone (because the Lord 
had refused to let it happen until 
Solomon reigned).

Ask Yourself . . . What challenges is 
God bringing into my life that I need to 
accept and pursue with deter mination?

David wanted a pledge from all 
the leaders that they would devote 
themselves “heart and soul” to the 
Lord and His sanctuary (vs. 19). He 
urged them, as he had urged Solo-
mon, simply to begin building (com-
pare vs. 16). He seemed convinced 
that if Israel started the temple, the 
Lord would see that it was complet-
ed. When facing a seemingly monu-
mental task, the best thing to do is to 
trust the Spirit of God to keep mov-
ing us along. 

I Chronicles 23—27 in Brief

These five chapters concern the 
Levites and priests who would 
operate the temple and the secular 
authorities who would guard it. 

1:7, 8; I Chron. 22:12, 13a). Both were 
urged not to fear or be discouraged 
(see Deut. 31:7, 8; I Chron. 22:13bc).

At the end of his life, as David 
talked with Solomon about what 
he was passing on to him, he did 
not talk about the territory he had 
conquered, the perennial enemies 
who had been subdued, or the 
administrative and military machine 
he had created. David pointed out 
the “great pains” he had gone to in 
accumulating materials—precious 
and durable—for the construction of 
the temple for the Lord (vs. 14). One 
hundred thousand talents of gold 
converts to 3,750 tons of the precious 
metal, and a million talents of silver 
is 10 times more, or 37,500 tons of 
silver. Centuries later the Persian 
emperor Cyrus accumulated only 
half as much silver during all his 
Asiatic conquests. The wealth David 
amassed indicates that God was 
preparing for the temple as surely 
as the Lord had earlier intervened to 
provide for the tabernacle (see Exod. 
12:35, 36; 36:3-7). 

The account of the temple con-
struction in I Kings 6—7 indicates 
that Solomon took his father’s 
advice seriously and added greatly 
to the materials and workmen that 
David had gathered for the temple 
project. David had recruited a corps 
of skilled craftsmen and builders 
to construct the temple (I Chron. 
22:15, 16). In comparison, Moses 
had recruited men skilled by God 
to do the intricate and vital work of 
crafting the tabernacle (see Exod. 
35:30—36:1).

Having addressed Solomon, 
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19Lesson 2

I Chronicles 28:1-10

succession to the throne.
Even in such a setting, the theme 

of temple construction dominated 
David’s thinking. David reiterated 
his long-standing desire to build a 
temple for the Lord and the Lord’s 
veto of the idea because of the 
bloodshed in his extensive military 
career (28:2, 3). David added to this 
discussion the idea that the temple 
would be a place of rest for the ark 
of the covenant in comparison to the 
restlessness of the portable taber-
nacle. He also referred to the ark as 
“the footstool of our God.” The pres-
ence of the Lord in some way local-
ized itself over the mercy seat atop 
the ark (see  Exod. 25:22; Num. 7:89; 
I Sam. 4:4; II Sam. 6:2; II Kings 19:15; 
Ezek. 10:4).

Ask Yourself . . . What symbol best 
represents the presence of God in my 
life? 

David backed up to show how 
Solomon fit into the plans of God. 
David traced the way the Lord 
selected Solomon to be king over 
Israel. Judah had been designated 
by Jacob as the tribe of kings (see 
Gen. 49:10). God had pointed out 
the family of Jesse to Samuel as the 
source of the successor to Saul (see 
I Sam. 16:1). The Lord had directed 
Samuel to anoint David as the future 
king of Israel (vss. 7, 11-13). First 
Chronicles 3:1-9 lists 19 sons born to 
David by seven wives. Solomon was 
at least the tenthborn, but the Lord 
chose him to rule on David’s throne 
(II Chron. 28:4, 5).

David acknowledged that the 
kingdom really was not his. The 

Chapter 23 tells what the Levites 
would do in the temple since they 
would not be needed to transport 
and assemble the tabernacle. Chap-
ter 24 lays out the 24 courses of 
priests who would alternate periods 
of service at the temple altar.  
Chapter 25 organizes the temple 
singers. Chapter 26 lists gatekeep-
ers, treasury officials, and others. 
Finally, chapter 27 outlines 12 
militia units to alternate months of 
defensive service, tribal officers to 
represent their clans, and the royal 
cabinet to oversee various aspects of 
the realm.

David Consecrates 
Solomon (I Chron
icles 28:110)

“Of all my sons—and the Lord has 
given me many—he has chosen my 
son Solomon to sit on the throne 
of the kingdom of the Lord over 
Israel.” —I Chronicles 28:5

The leaders whom David assem-
bled for this final address appear 
to have been the military, tribal, 
and cabinet officials described in 
I Chronicles 27, along with the 
heroes of David’s army (28:1). 
Whereas the meeting with selected 
officials in I Chronicles 22:17-19 
seems to have been a private hear-
ing aimed at encouraging Solomon, 
the assembly in chapter 28 was a 
public announcement of Solomon’s 

c
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20 Lesson 2

I Chronicles 28:1-10

blessings of God on his reign. As he 
acknowledged and served God, the 
Lord would know every one of his 
thoughts and motives (vs. 9). If he 
pursued God, he would find Him. 

If he decisively turned away 
from God, God would decisively 
turn away from him. David wanted 
Solomon to strengthen his resolve 
to pursue God as a prerequisite for 
his mission as God’s chosen temple 
builder (vs. 10).

Ask Yourself . . . How can I better 
keep the Word of God central in my 
planning and decision-making pro-
cesses?

throne Solomon inherited was “the 
throne of the kingdom of the Lord 
over Israel” (vs. 5). When Israel 
originally insisted on having a king, 
the people were rejecting the rule 
of God over them (see I Sam. 8:7). 
David, however, understood that he 
ruled as God’s representative.

David also cherished the mes-
sianic language of the promises of 
the Lord that could begin to come 
true in Solomon if his son would 
be completely dedicated to obeying 
and governing by the law of God (I 
Chron. 28:6, 7). Solomon could build 
the temple of God and be known 
as God’s son in anticipation of the 
Son of God who would be born in 
Bethlehem, the City of David, nearly 
1,000 years later. Solomon needed to 
remain true to God’s Word, even as 
he had been doing as a young man.

David followed his recollection 
of these promises with two charges: 
one to the leaders (vs. 8) and one to 
Solomon (vss. 9, 10). He called the 
nation and the Lord as witnesses 
who saw and heard what the lead-
ers promised. David gave them the 
same mission he had given Solo-
mon: obey God’s law in order to be 
worthy of keeping the good land the 
Lord had given them and in order to 
pass it on to succeeding generations 
(vs. 8). 

Today the principle remains the 
same: if we obey God, He will bless 
us; if we disobey Him, He will 
discipline us. God never changes, 
especially in the way He raises His 
children.

To Solomon, David stressed the 
conditional nature of the immediate 

The King’s
Homework

Authority Model

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 sets 

out the law’s requirements 

for kings of Israel. When 

Solomon prepared to take the 

throne, he would handcopy 

onto a scroll the law, which 

was in the care of the priests 

and Levites. Solomon was 

to read his personal copy 

of the law regularly and 

base his  administrat ion  

on its precepts.
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I Chronicles 28:11-21

so He gave plans for the temple to 
David (I Chron. 28:11, 12). The plans 
included an entry porch whose roof 
was apparently supported by col-
umns, extensive storage areas in 
and around the temple proper, and 
the Holy Place and Most Holy Place 
where annual atonement was made 
for the sins of the people.

The Spirit of God had guided the 
thoughts of David in designing the 
elaborate complex that comprised 
the temple area (I Chron. 28:12). The 
Spirit also had inspired the division 
of priests, Levites, singers, door-
keepers, and other worship leaders 
recorded in chapters 23—26. Further 
the Spirit of God had designated 
how much precious metal to put 
into each of the items of furniture 
and vessels of worship and sacrifice 
for the temple service (28:13-17).

The last item of temple furnishing 
that the Holy Spirit instructed David 
about was the mercy seat for the 
ark of the covenant, here called “the 
chariot” (vs. 18). In several places 
in the Old Testament, the cherubim 
whose images adorned the mercy 
seat on the ark are said to transport 
the glory of the Lord (see II Sam. 
22:11; Ezek. 1; 10:18, 19). The temple 
furnishings that might seem static to 
us were filled with dynamic imagery 
to the people of the day. 

David Gives Solomon 
the Temple Plans 
(I Chronicles  
28:1121)

David gave his son Solomon the 
plans for the portico of the temple, 
its buildings, its storerooms, its 
upper parts, its inner rooms and the 
place of atonement. 
 —I Chronicles 28:11

As God had given plans for the 
tabernacle to Moses (see Exod. 25:9), 

d

ANGELS ON 
THE ARK

The Holy Spirit gave David 
specific instructions con-
cerning the ark of the cov-
enant and its place in the 
new temple. “Cherubim” 
is the plural form of the 
Hebrew noun “cherub.” 
Cherubim are a class of 
angelic beings associated 
with the ark of the cove nant 
and the glory of God in the 
temple. 

Ezekiel described them 
as having four wings, four 
faces, and a mixture of 
animal and human features. 
Their spirits and eyes are 
associated with mysterious 
“wheels” that accompany 
them (Ezek. 1, 10).
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I Chronicles 29:1-20

In addition to confidence in the 
Lord, David wanted Solomon to 
have confidence that he had the 
staff, craftsmen, and support of 
every community leader necessary 
to erect the temple and institute 
orderly worship of the living God 
(vs. 21). If Solomon would commit 
himself to the Lord and the temple 
work, no one in Israel would lay a 
stumbling block in his path.

Ask Yourself . . . Am I facing any 
stumbling blocks that could hinder my 
spiritual growth? 

I Chronicles 29:120 in Brief 

David challenged the assembly of 
Israel to support Solomon in build-
ing the temple. He pledged his per-
sonal fortune to the project and chal-
lenged others to give of their wealth 
and skills to see the temple erected. 
Many responded generously, so 
David led the people in praising 
the Lord for His glory, His bless-
ings, and His plans for the future of 
Israel. The congregation prostrated 
before the Lord.

Interpreters understand I Chron-
icles 28:19 differently. Some under-
stand this verse to mean that God’s 
Spirit guided David in drafting 
detailed plans for the temple. Oth-
ers see in this verse evidence that 
God presented David with plans He 
Himself had drawn and written in 
the same way He had presented the 
tabernacle layout to Moses. Which-
ever view is correct, the Lord also 
gave David insight into the temple 
pattern that enabled him to give 
especially valuable advice to Solo-
mon and the other leaders of Israel. 

King David issued one last word 
of encouragement to his son that 
paralleled the encouragement Moses 
had given Joshua (I Chron. 28:20). 
Implicit in David’s challenge is his 
realization that any spiritual weak-
ness, fear, or lack of courage on Sol-
omon’s part would prevent the tem-
ple construction. Equally implicit is 
the assumption on David’s part that 
the presence and faithfulness of the 
Lord would give Solomon strength, 
peace, and courage to succeed in the 
work. In the same way, God always 
enables us to do the works He has 
prepared for us to do. 
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