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THE BOLD LOOK

FAITHOF

Since what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:18b

BOLD FAITH means living for Christ TODAY, while YEARNING for the FUTURE.  
The HOPE of heaven, JESUS in me – that’s what it means to live by FAITH.  
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“For I know the 
plans I have for 
you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans 
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to harm you, 
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you hope and a 
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–Jeremiah 29:11
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Think of your world. Now 
think of what life might have 
been like when Jesus walked 
the earth. Culture clash! Yet, 
as things change and in some 
ways stay the same, we know 
that God’s rock-solid Word 
stands the test—and tradi-
tions—of time and place. 
Today’s promise? Jesus died 
for you. His love is infinite and 
eternal. No culture clash there.

Ideology—
Much Like Today
When Jesus lived on earth the 
Romans ruled most of Europe, 
the Middle East, and north-
ern Africa. A well-developed 
system of roads connected all 
these places, slamming cultures 
together and spinning people 
into adjustment. Roman offi-
cials let the Jews keep their own 
religion, but it wasn’t easy. Tons 
of other ideas also came rolling 
down the road. God’s people 
listened to these ideas and at 
times lost their way. Staying true 
to God’s way took a good deal 
of effort.

How Fast is Fast?
Speed is relative—it depends 
in which millennium you live! 
Today we board a plane (600 
mph), jump on a high-speed 
train (125 mph) or hit the road 
in a car (65 mph). In Jesus’ 
time people walked and used 

pack animals to carry their heavy 
stuff. While they may have been 
able to walk 4 miles an hour, 
they would have had to slow 
down for their camel, which 
could only go 2 miles an hour. 
And that’s not too bad, con-
sidering a camel can carry 400 
pounds. 

Say What?
The U.S. Interstate System is 
pretty amazing. With 46,876 
miles of highway, you can go 
just about anywhere in the lower 
48 states on the Interstate. But 
did you know the Roman high-
way system of Jesus’ time had 
50,000 miles?

Jazz On?
Bands playing popular music 
are nothing new. The Old 
Testament mentions lots of 
musical instruments, just not 
bass guitars, drum sets, or key-
boards. In Jesus’ time, the latest 
music called for pipe, lyre, flute, 
trumpet, harp, timbrel (a small 
hand drum or tambourine) and 
cymbals.

Functional 
Fashion
Do you use a belt to hold up your 
pants, or is it just a fashion state-
ment? In the first century belts 
were a necessity. Without a belt 
there would have been no place to 

put a dagger, inkhorn (an animal 
horn to hold ink for important 
parchments) or money. 

Language Arts
Some people have a real gift 
for gab. They can go on and 
on about any subject. But how 
many languages can they gab in?

If having to take two years of 
foreign language in order to 
graduate from high school seems 
like a real drag, consider that 
in Jesus’ time people spoke 
Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek and a 
smattering of Latin. If you only 
spoke one language, you were 
lost before the day was over. 

Dating and Fashion 
in Jesus’' Day
Dating—well, that’s a whole 
different story. Sometimes 
parents promised their children 
in marriage when they were as 
young as six or eight. Imagine 
growing up knowing whom 
you’re going to marry, whether 
you like it or not. Love came 
after marriage, as you got to 
know each other.

Similar Trends
Not everything has changed 
since Bible times. Clothes were 
a status symbol then and still are 
(Prov. 31:22). Rebekah wore a 
nose ring and bracelets given as 
gifts (Gen. 24:30). 
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Men in Bible times pierced their 
ears (Exod. 21:6). 

Culture Clash
Jews really stuck to themselves, 
but not Jesus. He befriended the 
outcasts and His neighbors. He 
didn’t take things for granted 
and wasn’t afraid to challenge 
the Jewish culture when it 
clashed with God’s ways.

Hangin' with 
Sinners
Tax collectors weren’t exactly 
popular people. In fact they 
were the “worst sinners” in most 
people’s eyes. After all, they 
were Jews, but they worked for 
the Romans and took advantage 
of their own people. Jesus went 
to tax collectors’ homes (Matt. 
9:10; Luke 19:5-7), He even 
had one (Matthew) in His own 
group of followers (Matt. 9:9). 
 
Jesus and Women
Women in the first century 
were considered second-class 
citizens by just about every 
culture. What they thought or 
felt didn’t matter to anyone. 
But Jesus listened to them. He 
included women in His group. 
He let Mary sit at His feet while 
He was teaching (Luke 10:39) 
and He met with a Samaritan 
woman at a public place—the 
well (John 4:7). Jesus also healed 
a woman who touched Him 
(Mark 5:25-28).

Jesus and Kids
In Jesus’ time children were on 
par with servants. They weren’t 
much use until they were old 
enough to work or, for girls, to 
get married so the groom’s family 
could pay a dowry. Once, when 
His disciples—a group of grown 
men—argued about who would 
be most important, Jesus took the 
childen in His arms and told His 
followers to become like a child. 
Radical stuff (Mark 10:13-16)!

Peerless Pressure 
Jesus stood up to the injustices 
of His own culture. He was a 
voice for the defenseless. And 
He didn’t sit around thinking: 
Should I do this? What will 
happen to me if I do? What will 
people think? Will anyone still 
want to be my friend? None 
of that. He knew God’s way 
so intimately that standing up 
against the culture was the only 
thing He could do. 

Jesus Cues
Cultures still clash. If you’ve 
ever been in another country, 
you know that first hand. You 
can do the wrong thing without 
meaning to, and it’s hard to take 
that back. 

Every culture has its own ideas 
of what is right and wrong, 
good and bad. Whether we like 
to admit it or not, the ideas and 
values in the culture around us 
influence our own ideas and val-

ues. You might say we’re trained 
to think a certain way. So what 
happens when the way the cul-
ture trains us to think clashes 
with the kind of people God 
wants us to be?

INjustices Abound
More than two thousand years 
have passed since Jesus walked 
the hills of Galilee, but injus-
tices remain. People don’t 
always treat others fairly. People 
are taken advantage of. Right 
and wrong are twisted around. 
Confrontation is avoided. 
Christians often are to blame in 
these situations. They say they 
love Jesus and want to be like 
Him, but worry more about 
themselves than the poor and 
defenseless in their own culture.

One Last Thing: 
Being Like Him
What would it mean to really 
take our cues from Jesus? To 
value the valueless; defend the 
defenseless; love the unlovable? 
If you really want to be like 
Jesus, you need to allow God’s 
culture to form you, rather than 
the culture around you. The job 
of the Christian is not to bring 
outside culture into the church; 
it’s to take the culture of Jesus 
out to the world. Look around. 
You won’t have to look far to 
notice somebody no one else 
notices. Take your cue from 
Jesus and show your friends the 
right thing to do.

6    
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Zechariah's Song
Luke 1:13-17, 68-79

Zechariah was an old priest in the temple around the 

time that Jesus was born.

He and his wife, Elizabeth, were ded i cat ed to serving God, but they had no kids. 

In their culture, it was a great disgrace for a married woman not to have children. 

Zechariah had been praying for a child, but they were getting up in years, and it was 

looking pretty hopeless.

One day when Zechariah was serving in the temple, an angel appeared to him. The 

angel said that his prayers had been heard and that Elizabeth would bear a child. The 

old priest couldn’t believe he was going to get what he had been asking for all these 

years. Because of his unbelief, he came down with a sudden case of laryngitis. He got 

his voice back when his son (John the Baptist) was born. The first thing the priest did 

with his voice was sing a song of praise to God.

  &  Read Zechariah’s story and song in Luke 1:5-25, 57-79
You’ll find a number of surprises in this passage. Find them and use the surprise scale 

to show how each surprise may have affected the person involved.

 C For what work was God pre paring young John? Underline any clues you find in 

the angel’s message (vss. 13-17) and Zechari ah’s song (vss. 68-79). 

 
 
 

 C How was God preparing John for this work?

Luke 1:13-17, 68-79
13But the angel said to him: “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you 
a son, and you are to call him John. 14He 
will be a joy and delight to you, and many 
will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he 
will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 
is never to take wine or other fermented 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit even before he is born. 16He will 
bring back many of the people of Israel 
to the Lord their God. 17And he will go on 
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to 
their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.
 68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come to his 
people and redeemed them. 69He has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in 
the house of his servant David 70(as he 
said through his holy prophets of long 
ago), 71salvation from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us—72to 
show mercy to our ancestors and to 
remember his holy covenant, 73the oath 
he swore to our father Abraham: 74to 
rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without 
fear 75in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days. 
  76And you, my child, will be called a 
prophet of the Most High; for you will 
go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him, 77to give his people the 
knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, 78because of 
the tender mercy of our God, by which 
the rising sun will come to us from 
heaven 79to shine on those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of 
peace.”

1  B
ibl
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tud

ylesson 1  Bible Study

 verses 11-12

 verse 13

 verses 14-17

 verse 20

 verses 21-22

 verses 24-25

 verses 57-58

 verses 59-61

 verses 63-66

mildly     
astonished

blown out 
  of the 
water!
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For we are God’s 
handiwork, created 

in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which 
God prepared in 

advance for us to 
do. 

—Ephesians 2:10

»mon
If we work on developing our 
skills and in ter ests, our work 
will be very fruitful. Ask God 
to cultivate the talents He 
has given to you.

»tues
God wants us to believe that 
He is able to do anything. 
Praise God today for His 
omnipotence—His power to 
do whatever pleases Him.

»wed
God will give you the grace to 
make it through anything. Ask 
God for grace, even when it 
seems that nothing will help.

»thurs
God will be with you in 
everything, nothing ex clud ed. 
Thank God that He is 

intimately involved in your growth.

»fri
God promises to provide all that you 
need. Ask Him today for the things you 
will need today.

»sat
The final result of God’s grace, 
preparation, and power is that you are 
going to abound in the things you do that 
honor God. Praise God for the promise of 
success in these things.

Song in the 

  Night
 Have you ever had feelings you didn’t know how to put into words?  
 Oh, it’s easy enough to find adjectives to describe how you feel when things are 
going well, but what about those times when you feel all alone or when a special 
relationship ends?
 You are not alone in wrestling with the issues of life. Often, they are much too 
personal to share with just anyone. 

  

So what do you do?
 The ordinary person of the Bible was just like you. Sometimes he or she was 
afraid of an enemy and hid in fear. At other times he or she may have sinned and 
tried to cover it up. Then, there were people who had faith in God, and God 
did amazing things through them. You will find that whatever the circumstance, 
whether the person experienced his or her greatest challenge, biggest 
disappointment or sweetest victory, the Lord gave him or her a song to sing.
 In the Bible there are many accounts of how God blessed His faithful 
followers. Many people He blessed sang to Him. The following are a few 
examples of those occasions. The children of Israel sang a song of deliverance 
when the Lord brought them out of Egypt. David sang a song when God blessed 
him in triumph over his enemy. Zechariah sang a song of praise when God 
fulfilled His promise to give him a son, who would be greatly favored of the Lord. 
Elizabeth’s song came when the Lord blessed her to give birth to a son in her old 
age. Mary magnified the Lord in praise because He regarded her and allowed her 
to be the mother of the Savior. Simeon’s song was the fulfillment of a promise 
“that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.” Luke 2:26.
 As you seek the Lord in prayer, 
He will give you a song for your 
heart and a new song when 
you see the fulfillment of 
His promise.
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“We’re sorry to inform you,” the letter from my top 
college choice read. I held my breath and skimmed 
the rest of the letter as tears slipped down my cheeks. 
Rejected. I immediately felt like God had let me 
down. I’d wanted to go to this school for as long as 
I could remember. I thought I’d done everything 
right—I took my entrance exams early, sent my 
application in on time, visited the campus and even 
talked to the professors.
 I slipped the letter back into the envelope and 
flopped down on the couch. I’d thought my college 
search was done. Now I’d have to start over. I dried 
my tears, grabbed my phone, and called my dad at 
work.
 “Dad,” I said tearfully when he finally picked 
up. “What’s wrong?” he asked, concerned. “I just 
got a letter,” I sobbed. “I was rejected.” He knew 
immediately what I was talking about. “Oh,” he said 
calmly. “You’ll be okay. We’ll just start looking at your 
other choices.” “There aren’t any,” I sobbed. “I don’t 
want to go anywhere else.” “Give yourself some time 
to process this,” he said. “We’ll talk more tonight. 
Remember, the Lord is in control here.”
 I hung up feeling like everything I had worked for 
was over. I grabbed a huge stack of college pamphlets 
I’d collected over the last few months and started 
leafing through them. Not one of the schools looked 
right for me.
 Later that night, I sat down with my dad and made 
a list of all the things I was looking for in a college. 
My dad helped me sort through my pile of brochures, 
and we narrowed it down. Deadlines were drawing 
near, so I applied and waited.
 A few months later, I started receiving acceptance 

letters. I visited a few of my top choices, but none of 
them felt like a good fit. “What am I going to do?” 
I asked my dad after one disappointing visit. “We’ll 
keep looking,” he replied, pulling back onto the 
highway.
 “What if I never find a place that feels like home?” 
I mumbled. “Have you been praying about it?” he 
asked. Honestly, I hadn’t prayed about my college 
choice since the day I received my rejection letter. 
“God’s always taken care of you,” Dad reminded me 
gently. “I’ve been praying about this and so should 
you.”
 Later that night, I prayed. “Lord, please show me 
where I belong. I can’t do this on my own.” I looked 
at a new brochure that had just come in the mail. I 
flipped through it and liked everything that it said. I 
checked out the school’s website and got even more 
excited. It had everything I was looking for in size, 
major, etc. It even was close to home. I quickly filled 
out the application and nervously sent it off. “Lord,” 
I prayed. “If this is where You want me to go, please 
open the door.”
 The following week, I visited the campus and I 
knew it was the place for me. I continued to pray that 
I’d follow God’s will instead of my own desires. Once 
I started praying about my college choice, I wasn’t as 
stressed or worried about where I’d be spending the 
next four years.
 A few weeks later, I got a letter. “I know You’re in 
control,” I prayed. “Please just give me peace whatever 
this letter says. I sat down, took a deep breath, and 
ripped open the envelope.
 “Congratulations…” I read. “Thank You, Lord,” I 
prayed. “Thank You.”

College Admissions: 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR THE ADMISSION OF AMY ADAIR-BODE

Crisis Prevention
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FINAL ASSESSMENT

• Tests. There are many, and what you need to take depends on 
what the schools require and also what the state requires. While 
each college has different admissions standards, it’s most likely 
that your test scores are just one component of your application. 
So if you’re like me, and your scores are slightly lower than you’d 
hoped for—don’t panic—there are other ways to impress the 
admissions board. “While test scores are important,” says one 
director of admissions, “you need to look at it in the broader 
scope of things. For us, that test score is only one piece of a much 
larger picture. We also look at a student’s GPA, essays, teacher 
recommendations, and extra-curricular activities.”

• Required tests are designed to help colleges better gauge a 
student’s ability to perform academically in college. For most 
people, it is an accurate picture of their past and future academic 
performance. For example, a student with straight As throughout 
high school would be expected to score relatively high on 
standardized tests. A more average student would be expected 
to score lower. Your test scores should correlate with your grade 
point average.

I was a straight A student and had a schedule packed full with 
AP classes, so I was expected to score high on my tests. I was very 
disappointed when I scored low the first time and even lower the 
next two times. Most students score higher each time they take 
these tests. 

“If your grades are out of whack with your test scores, we still pay 
attention to it, but we don’t put as much weight into it,” says an 
admissions counselor. “We know some students just don’t do well 
on standardized tests.”

• Still, it’s smart to explain why your scores are lower than they 
should be. That could be as easy as asking a favorite teacher to 
write a recommendation saying why your score does not reflect 
your academic ability. Teacher recommendations can play a heavy 
role in the admissions process.

 • Another way to show off your academic abilities and creativity 
is through the application essays. When I wrote mine, I took a 
lot of extra time on them and made sure they didn’t have any 
grammatical or spelling errors. Once I was done I asked a friend 
to proofread them.

• The admissions committee will also closely examine your GPA. 
But it’s not just your grades that matter—it’s the classes you 
take. I was taking classes like AP history, advanced biology, and 
chemistry, which showed I was a serious student.

• Finally, how you’ve spent your time matters. I listed every 
school activity I’d ever been in since my freshmen year. But if 
you skipped the basketball team so you could be more involved 
in church—say so. While each college looks at applications 
differently, they are all trying to answer the same question: Will 
this student succeed academically on our campus? 

College Admissions Know-Hows

• Getting into colleges and universities is competitive. Don’t just 
assume you will be accepted somewhere. Do the ground work and 
follow up on all applications if possible. Also, make sure you have 
taken all the necessary tests and that letters of recommendation 
from others you’ve requested have been sent.

• While in high school you can do things to get ready. Get to 
know your guidance counselor and check in with him or her 
regularly. Map out a plan. Get to know your teachers. Explore 
extracurricular activities.

• Check out where you want to go now. First look online. Then 
when you’ve narrowed it down, make campus visits. While there, 
meet with everyone you can. You may even be able to audition for 
specialized programs ahead of time. 

• Keep the faith. God will put you right where He wants you in 
His time.
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lesson 2  Bible Study

Luke 1:36-45 
36 “Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age, and she who was 
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. 37 For no word from God will ever 
fail.”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
“May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her.
Mary Visits Elizabeth
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to 
a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where 
she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 
In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the child 
you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, 
that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 
womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who 
has believed that the Lord would fulfill his 
promises to her!”

Hebrew children in Elizabeth’s day learned stories about God’s 

miracles and His great interventions on Israel’s behalf. 

Impossible situations were turned into possible solutions by God. But Elizabeth  

and Zechariah were not looking for a miracle when it came to having children. 

They had prayed for children until Elizabeth passed childbearing years and then 

submitted to God’s will that they would be childless. 

Initially it seemed unbelievable to them to hear the angel tell Zechariah that 

their prayers were answered and Elizabeth would bear a son (Luke 1:5-25). Years 

of hoping and wishing were now transformed into surprise and gratitude. God’s 

silence was broken with a miracle. Imagine Elizabeth’s joy over this experience. Put 

yourself in her shoes as we explore this time in her life.

  & Read Luke 1:36-38
 C Notice Mary’s response to the angel in verse 38. How would you paraphrase 

this? What was “impossible” about Mary’s pregnancy? 

 

Mary’s response to the angel was like a spontaneous act of worship. Hearing about 

Elizabeth may have been a shock for Mary, given her knowledge of Elizabeth’s age. 

 

  & Read Luke 1:39-41
 C Why do you think Mary hurried to see Elizabeth?  

 
 

  & Read Luke 1:42-45, the song of Elizabeth
 C Elizabeth’s song can be divided into three segments. In a short phrase, 

summarize what each part says. 

Vs. 42 
 
Vss. 43-44 
 
Vs. 45 

 C What similarities can you find between verse 42 and verse 45? 

 

 C What makes verses 43-44 so different from the top and bottom verses  

(vss. 42 and 45)? 

 

 C What were the impossible things that happened? How did Mary and 

Elizabeth respond to these events?

Luke 1:36-45
Elizabeth's song



John the Baptist

de
vo
s

12    

For no word 
from God will 

ever fail.”
 —Luke 1:37

»mon
In the computer age “miracles” happen every day. What 
is left for God to do? In your life, what seems difficult—
choosing a college? Making a team? Getting a date? 
Keep these situations in mind as you meditate on Luke 
1:37.

»tues
Talk to grandparents about what they once thought was 
im pos si ble but is taken for granted today. Thank God for 
the good progress that has occurred in civilization.

»wed
Jesus performed miracles for people just like you. Are you 
facing a situation that seems difficult? Ask God for help.

»thurs
Thomas didn’t believe Jesus was risen from the dead 
until he saw and touched the Lord. Overcoming fear in 
order to believe is hard. Thank God for the belief that you 
have; ask Him to help you overcome your unbelief.

»fri
“Go, and sin no more.” Jesus said this to those He 
healed. Perhaps the greatest miracles weren’t the merely 
physical ones but the way people’s lives changed. Ask 
God to open the doors of change for you.

»sat
Remember when you thought you 
could never learn to ride a two-wheel 
bike? Every few years, look and see 
what God has accomplished.

The desert was John the Baptist’s 

home. He probably was pretty used to 

having sand in his picnic lunch.

If you thought your generation was the first 

to use a tablet, think again. Moses, of course, 

used two tablets-but did you know Zechariah 

used a tablet to write his newborn son’s name?

References come in handy when applying for a job or 

applying to college. John the Baptist received a GREAT 

one from Jesus: “Truly I tell you,  

among those born of women there has 

not risen anyone greater than 

John the Baptist. 

Matthew 11:11 Cousins- most teens have one; some have dozens! 

Jesus and John the Baptist met before they were born. 

John leaped with joy and John’s mother Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. John and Jesus 

may have played as little kids or ran barefoot 

desert races as teens. We don’t know. What 

we do know is that John prepared 
the way for Jesus- His Lord.

John the Bapt is t  wasn’t  the f i rst  person to  

eat  grasshoppers .  In  some cul tures eat ing bugs is  

a  way to  add prote in  to  your  d ie t .  Chocolate covered insects ,  

cr icket  and lar va l icket  lo l l ipops ,  dr ied cr ickets f lavored wi th  bacon  

and cheese or  sour  cream and on ion ,  and scorp ion pops  

are just  a  few bugs marketed onl ine . 

Hungry anyone?

Being beheaded was how John the  

Baptist died. When Jesus learned of John’s 

death, He went to a solitary place. It must have been 

very sad for Jesus that John had been treated so poorly.
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Johnny
a  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  p o e m

By Dakishia L. Ried (17) 

He’s something out of the desert.

Not broken or cruel, but

Intense.

Arid in a way that curls back eyelashes and soft skin around the mouths 
of cactus flowers.

Oh, he’s hot.

Something straight from the throat of the sun he is—pulsated through a diner door with 
a sun-made halo and sand on his calves. He wears soft leather boots and a smell of diesel 

dry enough to make the wind chimes quit.

Weathered, worn to a painful precision lie scars upon scars upon scars on his jeans, interrogated 
by the sun to the point of a bleached vocalization, crying, “Oh precious is the flow/that makes 

me white as—”

The sun-burnt neck that screams beneath a pressure enforced by repetitious cycles of 
purification peels away past lives of sand and sin. 

What is this heat trapezing in the form of a man?

Someone surely said once that God made night so we could fully appreciate the day. 
Made the ocean to counter-balance His blankets of beige—and lay His children in the 

shade of snake scales.

This Father names His children for disputes, cast beautiful daughters from bent trees and calls 
His sons from the stones. Raises them right, and sends ‘em a-sailin’.

Someone surely said this once.

If he wore jewelry, it would rattle in the silence; coax little boys from beneath dinner 
tables into full-faced smiles. Hands itching to link with his, they wait anxiously on him; 

burrs of foreign praise stuck thick in their tiny throats.

They know how lonely it is
at the center of his mission.

Before the flow of conversation fully regains its breath, he sidles to a seat, drops useless keys on 
the counter and smiles. Chapped lips tear, settling like something alien and sweet in a way that 

makes mothers grab at their daughters.
Makes their daughters grin and slip away, drawing close enough to watch him order a shallow 

dish of honey and a glass of water.

Later, when asked, he answers that his name is Johnny. He uses the quick 
of his nails to gather the last of the honey, and says,

“Prepare the way.”

References come in handy when applying for a job or 

applying to college. John the Baptist received a GREAT 

one from Jesus: “Truly I tell you,  

among those born of women there has 

not risen anyone greater than 

John the Baptist. 

Matthew 11:11 Cousins- most teens have one; some have dozens! 

Jesus and John the Baptist met before they were born. 

John leaped with joy and John’s mother Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. John and Jesus 

may have played as little kids or ran barefoot 

desert races as teens. We don’t know. What 

we do know is that John prepared 
the way for Jesus- His Lord.
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BUT WHEN THE SET TIME HAD FULLY COME, GOD SENT HIS SON, BORN OF A 
WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW, TO REDEEM THOSE UNDER THE LAW, THAT 

WE MIGHT RECEIVE ADOPTION TO SONSHIP.

GALATIANS 4:4-5
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Luke 1:26-35, 46-56
26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28The angel went to her 
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words 
and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor 
with God. 31You will conceive  and give birth 
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, 33and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 
 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the 
angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one 
to be born will be called the Son of God.” 

 46And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the 
Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48for he has been mindful of the 
humble state of his servant. From now 
on all generations will call me blessed, 
49for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me—holy is his name. 50His 
mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation. 51He 
has performed mighty deeds with his 
arm; he has scattered those who are 
proud in their inmost thoughts. 52He has 
brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. 53He has 
filled the hungry with good things but 
has sent the rich away empty. 54He has 
helped his servant Israel, remembering 
to be merciful 55to Abraham and his 
descendants forever,  just as he promised 
our ancestors.”
 56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about 
three months and then returned home.

Have you ever been totally and completely surprised? Have you 

ever received a gift just because someone wanted to say “I like  you”? Can you imagine the 

wild feelings that would stir up?

Mary was the recipient of a gift she never expected. God’s messenger told her that 

she would be the mother of the Savior! This was the dream of every devout Jewish girl.

The Incarnation was a surprise to a lot of other people too. For one thing, even 

though the Jews had been waiting for a Messiah for some time, they did not expect 

their Messiah to have such a humble entrance. They were looking for fanfare and glory, 

not humility.
God likes to use humble people. In fact, it’s really only through humility that He can 

best use us. If we are proud and sure of ourselves, we tend to rely on our own power, 

not God’s. Humility was one of Mary’s most obvious characteristics.

  & Read Luke 1:26-29
 C What was Mary’s initial response when the angel told her that she was “highly 

favored” by God? 

 
 

Mary was certainly taken aback by the angel’s greeting, and she was even more 

surprised as he told her the rest of his message.

  & Read Luke 1:30-35
There are two definitions for the word “surprise”: “an attack made without warning” 

and “to be stricken with wonder or amazement.” 

 C Which definition of surprise do you think Mary was feeling in these verses? Why? 

 
 

Mary, through her complete humility and accepting trust, allowed herself to be used by 

God in a most surprising and incredible event — the Incarnation. God became one of us.

  & Read Luke 1:46-56
 C How is Mary’s song itself sur pris ing? 

 
 

 C What contrast does Mary draw in her song? 

 
 

 C What characteristic of God does Mary praise?

Luke 1:26-35, 46-56
Mary's song
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But when the set 
time had fully come, God 

sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those 
under the law, that we 

might receive adoption 
to sonship.

—Galatians 4:4-5

»mon
God’s timing is perfect. 
Some times God says no to 
our requests because the 
time for them has not fully 
come. Thank God today 
for His orchestration of 
everything that happens.

»tues
Even though Jesus is 
fully God, He is also fully 
human. That means He can 
understand all of our human 
feelings. Ask the Lord to 
show you how com plete ly He 
can identify with all of your 
emotions.

»wed
Jesus was born of a 
woman—He had a mom that 
He loved. Thank God for 
every good thing that your 

mom has provided for you.

»thurs
When we receive Jesus, His 
righteousness is transferred to us. 
Because Jesus lived under the law 
perfectly, we can stand before God 
blameless. If you are a Christian, thank 
the Lord for attributing His goodness to 
you.

»fri
You are a family member based on your 
last name. You don’t have to do anything 
to be a Jones or a Smith. To receive “full 
rights” as a child in God’s family, simply 
accept your last name—Christian. Spend 
some time thanking God for your family 
membership.

»sat
God sent Jesus to lift us out of a deadly 
situation. But He didn’t just come to help 
us—He came to save us. What does it 
mean to you that Jesus was born as the 
Savior? Talk with God about it.

TRUTH:
Christmas! Presents wrapped in sparkly paper. Family. Eating homemade sugar 
cookies by the fire after sledding in three feet of snow. A break from school and 
pop quizzes.
 Sounds nice, doesn’t it?
 But did you know that Christmas is a difficult time for lots of teens? According 
to a psychology website, as many as one person in four battles the holiday blues this 
time of year.
 Depression and Christmas? Makes sense if your dad or mom is out of the picture 
and your only Christmas wish is for everybody to get along. Or if money is tight 
and your parents are stressing, a happy holiday might seem like an oxymoron. 
Someone dealing with Christmas blues might not understand the hype, making 
Christmas something to endure, rather than a celebration. 
 “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 
to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and 
to mutual affection, love. (2 Pet. 1:5-7).

DARE:
What would happen if you bumped giving to the top of your Christmas list? 
Giving isn’t making a big show of generosity or busting your wallet to buy the most 
expensive gift. It’s kindness in action, like sending a card or calling just to say hello, 
or maybe even throwing out an honest invitation to spend quality time with your 
family—you know they’d love it.
 Something amazing happens when you give instead of just get. The gift of 
bigheartedness is tossed into your life (and possibly the life of a new friend), and 
that is priceless!
 Ask God to show you someone who needs an extra helping of kindness at 
Christmas. You might be surprised to find that it’ll “un-Grinch” even the toughest 
of opponents. And in the process you might find yourself smiling instead of down 
this holiday season. 

TRA LA LA LA

BLAH!



Formed in
His Image
By Jon Hetzel

A baby forms in its mother’s womb in stages. Did you know that 
approximately 56 days after conception, all essential organs have 
at least begun to form?
BY 28 DAYS: 
brain and heart have 
begun developing

BY 35 DA
YS: 

heart beats in rhythm

BY 49 DAYS: 
lungs begin forming

BY 56 DAYS: 
toes are visible

BY
 8

4 
DA

YS
: 

ba
by

 c
an

 m
ak

e 
a 

fis
t w

ith
 it

s fi
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s

BY 112 DAYS: 
baby can make sucking noises

BY 140 DAYS: 
nails appear on fingers and toes

BY 168 DAYS: 
fingerprints are forming

BY 175 DA
YS: 

baby m
ay survive 

outside the w
om

b

BY 280 DAYS: 
baby has its birthday
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Some people think the wise men 

started the tradition of giving gifts 

at Christmas, and it’s true that 

their gifts were the first recorded 

presents given in honor of the 

Christ child’s birth. But people have 

been giving each other gifts during 

times of special celebration for as 

long as anyone can remember. 

   What makes a gift great? It isn’t 

the cost. It’s the care with which 

it is chosen, the joy with which it 

is given, and the fun in how it is 

presented. With this in mind, here 

are some ideas to help you present 

your holiday gifts in an extra 

special way—wrapped with care, 

creativity, and a sense of fun. 

Unique Holiday Gift Wrapping Ideas

A gift wrapped with woven 
ribbons is both eye-catching and 
interesting. People will ask, “How 
did you do this?” and “How do 
you open it?” 

Supplies: 
• a measuring tape
• two or more colors of ribbon
• tape
• scissors
• index cards

Directions: 
1. Measure the distance around 

the box. Then add a half inch 
to the measurement. This is 
the measurement you will use 
to cut the first ribbons.

2. Wrap ribbon around the 
middle of the box; overlap the 
ends and tape them together. 

3. Continue adding pieces of 
ribbon until you come to the 
ends of the box. (Alternate the 
ribbon colors.) Trim the end 
ribbons if they’re wider than 
the box. 

4. Now measure around the box 
lengthwise, add a half inch, 
and cut the next ribbons  
this length. 

5. Cut narrow strips from the 
index cards and tape them 
to one end of the ribbons. 
This will help you weave the 
ribbons. 

6. Weave the first ribbon around 
the center of the box. Then pull 
off the paper strip, and tape 
the ends of the ribbon together. 
Slide the taped seam under one 
of the ribbons so it can’t be 
seen. 

7. Do the same thing with other 
ribbons until you come to the 
side edges of the box. (Trim the 
last ribbons, if needed, as in 
step 3.)

8. Now measure around the box 
horizontally and weave strips 
as you did before.

Note: To open the present, 
the ends of the ribbons will 
need to be untaped, or the 
ribbons cut apart.

WrapWrap UpUpItIt

Ribbon Wraps

(Use as little tape 
         as possible.) 

18    
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Simeon's song
Luke 2:21-38
21On the eighth day, when it was time to 
circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the 
name the angel had given him before he was 
conceived. 
 22When the time came for the purification 
required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and 
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 
consecrated to the Lord”), 24and to offer a 
sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the 
Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two 
young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 
Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying:  29“Sovereign Lord, 
as you have promised, you now dismiss your 
servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, 31which you have prepared in the 
sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 33The child’s father and mother marveled 
at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 
“This child is destined to cause the falling 
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against, 35so that the 
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 36There was also a prophetess, Anna, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was very old; she had lived 
with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37and then was a widow until 
she was eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them 
at that very moment, she gave thanks to 
God and spoke about the child to all who 
were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem.

Forty days after the birth of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph took their son to Jerusalem. Mary was required by law to offer a 

sacrifice of a lamb and a dove. Since she was poor, she had the option of offering 

either two turtledoves or two pigeons. 

Through Luke’s narrative of these events, we learn of Simeon, a devout Jew who 

was waiting for the Messiah. The Jews had been waiting for centuries for the arrival 

of the Savior, the “consolation of Israel.” He would be the one who would bear the 

punishment for sin.

  & Read Luke 2:26
 C What did Simeon learn through the Holy Spirit? 

 
 
 

Simeon was there at the temple when Mary and Joseph arrived. Imagine his joy 

when he held the fulfillment of God’s faithfulness in his own arms!

  & Read Luke 2:29-32
 C Express Simeon’s “song” in your own words. 

 
 
 

 C According to Simeon’s song, who could be saved through Jesus? 

 
 
 
 

  & Read Luke 2:33
 C What was Mary and Joseph’s reaction to Simeon’s song? Why do you think 

they responded in this way? 

 
 
 
 

  & Read Luke 2:36-38
 C How did Anna’s words confirm what Simeon just said?

Luke 2:21-38

lesson 4  Bible Study
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For God did 
not send his Son 

into the world 
to condemn the 

world, but to 
save the world 
through him.

—John 3:17

»mon
When a building is condemned it is marked for de struc-
tion. But God never intended people to be destroyed—
He wants to save them. Think about God’s love for the 
people you know who aren’t Christians.

»tues
God’s purpose is to save “the world.” Try making this 
more personal. As you read the memory verse through a 
few times, substitute your name for the last two uses of 
the phrase “the world.” Jesus came to save you.

»wed
Movies and books sometimes have “cliff-hangers”—the 
person in peril is saved just in the nick of time. In real 
life, though, it’s unwise to put off trusting in Christ to 
save you. Take a serious look at your relationship with 
God today.

»thurs
Just as there is a door to enter a room, or a bridge to 
cross a stream, so there is a Savior to bring us to God. 
Are you going “through Him,” or trying to find another 
way? Think—what am I depending on for my salvation?

»fri
Have you ever tried to find your way around in an unfamiliar 
city? Did you admit you were lost and ask for help? If you 
sense you are spiritually “lost,” spend a moment in prayer 
asking God to point you in the right direction.

 

 When Amy walked onto the bus, she noticed people staring. 
She tugged down her shirt to hide the small belly ring. She found 
a seat and slipped in her earbuds, humming along with the tunes 
on her iPod. Two teens turned and stared. She finally asked them 
if they needed anything.
 “Just checking out your belly ring,” one guy said. “No one in 
youth group has one.”
 “Oh, and I just wanted to warn you that your counselor is 
going to so take your phone. They’re against camp rules,” said the 
girl sitting next to him.
 Amy had just connected with God the Wednesday before. 
When the youth leader talked about camp, her mom scraped 
the money together. She was excited that Amy might make new 
friends. Two years before, when Amy’s father left, Amy changed 
schools. Her mom worked and that left a lot of alone time. New 
friends entered the picture, but so did trouble. 
 That’s why winter camp sounded like such a great idea.
 Until now. These kids made Amy feel self-conscious and not 
“good” enough to even be on the same bus.
 You hear a lot of sermons about how the media tries to make 

people fit a certain image, but sometimes believers do the same 
thing. Amy was looking for new friends and a new way of life, 
but all she received was a fashion and music critique.
 First Thessalonians 4:9 reminds us to care about people 
the same way that Christ did. He loved the disciples from 
the very beginning, even when they were raw and unsure 
of their new faith. Have you ever been one of these
 spiritual image consultants? “Fit in.” “Clean up the 
outside.” If so, make a 180 and become a friend 
first. Love people for who they are, not for how 
they look, and see how God can work through 
you to help change lives.

Be My Example

»sat
God is offering you the gift of 
salvation—eternal life with Him. 
Have you received it by saying with 
your heart: “Yes, Lord, I have sinned 
against You, and I need You to save 
me”? If not, consider doing it now.
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Everyone has the desire to be known—not necessarily 
superstar status—but to have someone who completely 
understands you. Best friends are like that, but many 
times they don’t “get you” or they even don’t care. But 
what if there was a way that you could be completely 
known? Absolutely everything good and bad that you 
ever thought, did, or wanted to do, he or she could see. 
Would your friend still love you? Or would he or she 
want to have anything to do with you?

It’s easy to think that your dark secrets are enough to 
disqualify you from God’s love or the love of others. 
But we know from Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.” The Bible also says, 
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8b). Even if you’ve read these verses before, look a 
little closer. Those who struggle with knowing God’s 
feelings for them find an incredible hope here. God’s 
love for us is not based on how perfect we are. Often 
when we realize how much sin we have in our lives, 

we don’t give it to God because we don’t want Him to 
see us soiled. But guess what? God is not shocked by 
your dirty, filthy sin. He’s seen it; He knows it’s there. 
He doesn’t look at it and you and shake His head and 
wag a condemning finger. Instead He tells us how He 
responds in the story of the prodigal son.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, 
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put 
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet’ ” (Luke 
15:20-22).

We can be fully known by God with the confidence 
that He will never reject us. Incredible, isn’t it? 

God’s Promise for Salvation
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      D
id you simply give a sigh,

     A
nd let your shoulders shrug

  Then walk on by

To give him someone else to bug?

       
 Or did you stop and smile,

        A
nd put your business aside

   To sit and talk a while

About why Jesus did truly die?

      D
id you tell him about God’s love,

     A
nd His gift to

 all mankind?

  How Jesus came from up above

To heal the sick and blind.

 H   as anyone ever asked you 

“Who is Jesus?”

  The man who is King of the Jews

And came to die to save us.

      D
id you simply give a sigh,

     A
nd let your shoulders shrug

  Then walk on by

To give him someone else to bug?

       
 Or did you stop and smile,

        A
nd put your business aside

   To sit and talk a while

About why Jesus did truly die?

      D
id you tell him about God’s love,

     A
nd His gift to

 all mankind?

  How Jesus came from up above

To heal the sick and blind.

 H   as anyone ever asked you 

“Who is Jesus?”

  The man who is King of the Jews

And came to die to save us.

       
Not only did He perform

        M
iracles that only faith will re

ceive

   He made us all to be reborn,

Give love, and most of all believe.
       

Not only did He perform

        M
iracles that only faith will re

ceive

   He made us all to be reborn,

Give love, and most of all believe.

      
   Did you offer to pray

        
 With your innocent new friend

    So he too could surely say

  He would be in heaven  

    at the end?

      
   Did you offer to pray

        
 With your innocent new friend

    So he too could surely say

  He would be in heaven  

    at the end?

       
Or did you simply look away

     A
nd walk by fast

   To let a friend slowly stray

Because you let the opportunity pass?
       

Or did you simply look away

     A
nd walk by fast

   To let a friend slowly stray

Because you let the opportunity pass?

   by
Kayla
Prestel



blueprint    23    

cu
t 

he
re

 esus and   is Family
Luke 2:42-52

Even though the Bible is quiet about most of the details 

that surround the youth of Christ, in today’s text we do get a glimpse of Him—

His attitude toward His parents and His handling of the difficult balance between 

independence and obedience. We can learn a lot from the pattern He set.

 C From Luke 2:39-41, what can you tell about Jesus’ family?

  & Read today’s text, Luke 2:42-52
 C Underline everything showing that Mary and Joseph loved Jesus. 

 

 C What was Jesus doing when Mary and Joseph found Him in the temple? (vs. 46) 

 

 C What was the reaction of Mary and Joseph when they found Jesus in the temple 

with the teachers (vs. 48)? 

 

 C Put into your own words Jesus’ answer to His parents in verse 49. 

 

 C How do you think Jesus felt about His parents’ worrying about Him?  

 

 C How does the reason for Jesus’ answer differ from most teens’ answers today? 

 

 C What did Jesus do even when He was misunderstood by His parents (vs. 51)? 

What does this tell you about Him? 

 

 C Consider this text, especially verses 51-52. List the character traits Jesus 

showed in His teenage years in relationship to His parents. 

 

 C Jesus’ youth was a balance between dependence and independence. From today’s 

Scripture, describe the areas in which Jesus was dependent and independent. 

 
Areas of Dependence   Areas of Independence

Luke 2:42-52
42When he was twelve years old, they 
went up to the festival, according to the 
custom. 43After the festival was over, while 
his parents were returning home, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was 
in their company, they traveled on for 
a day. Then they began looking for him 
among their relatives and friends. 45When 
they did not find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him. 46After three 
days they found him in the temple courts, 
sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. 
47Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at his understanding and his answers. 
48When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. His mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you.” 
 49“Why were you searching for me?” he 
asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in 
my Father’s house?” 50But they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
 51Then he went down to Nazareth with 
them and was obedient to them. But his 
mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man.

5  
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the fear of the  
Lord is the beginning 

of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and 

discipline. Listen, my son, 
to your father’s instruction 

and do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching.

— Proverbs 1:7-8

»mon
To fear the Lord means to respect and revere Him. This 
hap pens when we remember how great and powerful God 
is. Make a list of five “awesome” qualities of God.

»tues
If you want to be wise, respect the Lord first—that’s just 
the be gin ning of knowledge. Ask God to help you gain 
knowledge through building a strong re la tion ship with Him.

»wed
“Nobody’s going to tell me what to do!” Have you ever 
heard that—or said it? The Bible says that is an attitude 
for fools. No one is completely independent. Try writing 
a short paragraph about the ways your parents—or other 
adults—have to depend on others.

»thurs
Foolish people despise wisdom. Because wisdom is 
gained only by experience, many people grow impatient 
with trying to get it. They rush off to do something before 
getting the experience to do it well. Ask God to help you 
slow down for wisdom.

»fri
Foolish people despise discipline. No one excels in 
sports without training, and no one plays beautiful music 
without practice. What areas of your life require more 
discipline? Jot down a plan for change and ask God to 
help you carry it out this week. 

»sat
Why is it so tough sometimes to listen 
to parents? Try to remember the last 
thing your mother or father instructed 
you about. Ask the Lord to help you 
see the wisdom in their words.

Family joke: “That’s a nice story, but now 

tell me where you’ve really been for the last 

three days.” -Jonah’s mother

The Bible 

is full of accounts 

of families-some 

functional, others dysfunctional. 

The very first 
sibling rivalry occurred 

between Cain and Abel, and -it ended badly.

Jesus got His parents very worried one time. 

They had to walk all the way back to the temple 

in Jerusalem to find Him. Have your parents 

ever come looking for you? 

How’d that
end up?

Those who have fewer than 3 dinners as 
a family per week are almost 4 times 

more likely to use tobacco; more than 2 times 

as likely to use alcohol; 2-1/2 times more 

likely to use marijuana; and almost 4 
times likelier to say they expect 

to try drugs in the future.
-National Center on Addiction and Substance 

Abuse at Columbia University

Remember Jacob who had 12  sons?  

Jacob ’s  fami ly  cont inued to  grow-to 75!  

See Acts 7 : 14 .
Imagine hav ing 75 around  

your  k i tchen tab le ! 

It isn’t easy to “
get along” but it’s 

important. You’ll be a
 part of yo

ur family 

your whole lif
e. That

’s a long time to fig
ht,  

but if you
 get along, you have frien

ds for 
life!
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 Saturday nights are fight night at Abbey’s 
house. That’s because Saturday, all day 
Saturday, is housecleaning day. Abbey feels 
like she never gets to do anything fun. 
 Abbey dreads Saturdays and the leftover 
resentment and guilt she feels on Sunday. 
“Are all families like mine?” she wonders.
 The answer is yes and no. All families are 
alike in that they all have problems—big or 
little things that go wrong, areas of conflict, 
and internal and external pressures. They are 
also alike in that each family functions as a 
system. There are specific roles that members 
play, values that they hold, and rules—
spoken or unspoken—that govern how the 
system works. But each family is different, 
not only because of the specific people and 
problems involved, but also because each 
family has a personality all its own.
 This combination of roles, values, and 
rules is called “family dynamics.” 
 No family is perfect, of course. But in 
healthy families there’s some flexibility in 
the roles people play. Sometimes Dad will 
be the peacemaker and help to resolve a 
conflict between other members. Sometimes 
sister or brother might play that role. But 
in some families the roles are rigid and 
inflexible, and the members don’t feel free to 

talk about their feelings, so communication 
is seriously impaired.
       Families also tend to follow certain 
unwritten rules. If a family is unstable and 
insecure, some of those rules may be: don’t 
feel, don’t talk about your feelings, don’t “be 
selfish,” don’t talk about certain subjects, or 
don’t play. 
      The Bible lays down the rules a family 
should follow for healthy functioning. 
Children are to honor their parents and 
obey them in the Lord, and parents are to 
care for, and not frustrate or exasperate, 
their children (Eph. 6:1, 4). All are to “be 
kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you” (Eph. 4:32). This requires 
openness in communication and respect for 
one another’s feelings.
 Do you ever feel like you’re stuck in an 
unhealthy pattern like Abbey’s? It’s a vicious 
cycle. Nobody seems to be aware of the part 
they are playing. They’re just reacting as they 
always do and blaming each other. Most 
families encounter problems like these at least 
some of the time. Gaining some distance 
from these problems and approaching them 
with understanding and humor can help you 
change your reactions. After all, you are the 
only person you can change.

10. “Someday you’ll understand.”

9. “I’m sorry, but you really don’t 
 know what you’re talking about.”

8. “Just do what you’re told.”

7. “Clean up your room.”

6. “I’m tired. I don’t want 
 to talk about this now.”

5. “Your friends are not right 
 for you.”

4. “You don’t know what 
 hard work is.”

3. “You did what?”

2. “Why can’t you be more 
 responsible?”

1. “No, you can’t have the car.”

FamilY DYNAMICS

Things Parents 
Say that Drive 
Teens Crazy 
(according to a survey of 35 teens)

FamilY DYNAMICS

The Bible 

is full of accounts 

of families-some 

functional, others dysfunctional. 

The very first 
sibling rivalry occurred 

between Cain and Abel, and -it ended badly.

Jesus got His parents very worried one time. 

They had to walk all the way back to the temple 

in Jerusalem to find Him. Have your parents 

ever come looking for you? 

How’d that
end up?



FAMILY JOURNAL

The following journal questions are to get you thinking about your family. As you take 

some time to journal, remember that God placed you in your family for a reason. Reflect 

on the Scriptures provided and see how they tie in with your family life.
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MONDAY
In what ways does your family eat and rejoice together? 

There, in the presence of the Lord your God, you and your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you have put your 

hand to, because the Lord your God has blessed you. – Deuteronomy 12:7

TUESDAY
How does your family help you in times of sadness or loneliness?

God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 

– Psalm 68:6

WEDNESDAY
How do you feel about your place in your family? How does God see you in it? 

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon asked, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 

my family.” 

– Judges 6:15

THURSDAY
What responsibility do your parents or guardians have for raising you? Who are they ultimately responsible to? Does that  

context change how you feel about their discipline of you?

“At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. For I told him that I would 

judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain 

them. Therefore, I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’” 

– 1 Samuel 3:12-14

 
*According to ancient Hebrew scribal tradition, Eli’s sons’ sin was that they blasphemed God.

FRIDAY
When you think about your family’s future, how do you feel?

“For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of my family?” 

– Esther 8:6 
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The Pharisees thought they had Jesus this time! They’d caught Him 

breaking one of their laws—not once, but twice.

And the second time, He did it right in front of them! The Pharisees thought, How could  

any man who claimed to be the Messiah break our rules? 

But Jesus pointed something out to them. God’s laws are not necessarily the same as  

human laws.
 C What happens when human rules clash with God’s laws? 

 

  & Read Luke 6:1-5.
 C The Pharisees accused the disciples of what crime? 

That accusation was based not on one of God’s laws, but one of their own legal 

traditions. (See Deu t. 23:25.) Jesus answered their charge by asking a question.

 C What did the Pharisees think of David, who ate bread meant only for the priests? 

 C Why was David right in eating the bread (1 Sam. 21:6)? 

 C In the end, to whom does Jesus refer for authority to sup port His argument  

(Luke 6:5)? How were the priests who fed David and the disciples of Jesus alike? 

 

  & Read Luke 6:6-11.
 C In this second run-in with the Pharisees, what was Jesus doing before the 

encounter? 

 C What does that tell you about Him? 

The Pharisees also con sid ered it wrong to heal on the Sabbath. 

 C Again, Jesus asks a question: Is it better to save life or destroy it? To whom did He  

ask that question? 
 

  & Read Luke 6:11 and Mark 3:6.
 C The Pharisees accused Jesus of sinning by healing on the Sabbath, but what did 

they do on the same day? 

 C What was similar about the two “wrongs” committed by Jesus and His disciples? 

 C How were they following God’s law in each case? 

 C Did Jesus and His disciples break any of God’s laws? Explain your answer. (See Exod. 20:8.) 

 C The Pharisees were on the side of human tradition. They forgot who’s boss. What attitudes did they show? 

 C Jesus demonstrated that God’s laws demanded that He love His Father and serve Him by meeting human needs.  

What attitudes did Jesus show? 

We should follow Christ’s example. When people twist, distort, or misunderstand God’s commandments, it’s our responsibility as 

ma tur ing Christians to discern the flaws and follow God—our final authority.

Luke 6:1-11
Who's in Charge here?

Luke 6:1-11
1One Sabbath Jesus was going through 
the grainfields, and his disciples began 
to pick some heads of grain, rub them in 
their hands and eat the kernels. 2Some of 
the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” 
 3Jesus answered them, “Have you 
never read what David did when he 
and his com pan ions were hungry? 4He 
entered the house of God, and taking the 
consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful 
only for priests to eat. And he also gave 
some to his com pan ions.” 5Then Jesus 
said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of 
the Sabbath.” 
 6On another Sabbath he went into 
the synagogue and was teaching, and 
a man was there whose right hand 
was shriveled. 7The Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law were looking for a 
reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched 
him closely to see if he would heal on 
the Sabbath. 8But Jesus knew what they 
were thinking and said to the man with 
the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand 
in front of everyone.” So he got up and 
stood there. 
 9Then Jesus said to them, “I ask 
you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to 
do good or to do evil, to save life or to 
destroy it?” 
 10He looked around at them all, and 
then said to the man, “Stretch out your 
hand.” He did so, and his hand was 
completely restored. 11But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law were furious 
and began to discuss with one another 
what they might do to Jesus.
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Do what is 
right and good 

in the Lord’s 
sight.

—Deuteronomy 6:18a

»mon
Jesus taught His followers to be in the world, but not of 
the world. Just how far are you willing to go to promote 
His worldview when it stands in drastic op po si tion to 
what the world says is “right and good”? Ask God for 
courage to take a stand when necessary.

»tues
World history is full of people who non vi o lent ly resisted 
laws that denied God’s gift of equality to all people. How 
could you nonviolently resist discrimination and other 
injustices in your school? Pray for courage again today.

»wed
During the U.S. civil rights movement, many Christian 
leaders took a public stand. Many were imprisoned; some 
were killed. Think about the cost of standing up for God’s 
higher laws. Once more, pray for courage today.

»thurs
Recently Christians have gone to jail for protesting 
things they believe are wrong. Pray for Christians whose 
consciences lead them to take this kind of action.

»fri
Obeying God is more than just keeping a set of rules. We 
obey Him because we love Him.  Jesus replied, ““Anyone 
who loves me will obey my teaching” (John 14:23). In your 
prayer time today, tell God how much you love Him.

»sat
All of the words in this verse have only 
one syllable, making it very simple to 
memorize. Whenever you find cases 
where human law conflicts with God’s 
law, stop and pray for your lawmakers.

Do what is right and good 
in the Lord’s sight.
  – Deuteronomy 6:18a
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“Well, there’s no law against 
it,” is a common defense for 
questionable behavior. But can 
we always depend on civil law 
to tell us what’s right or wrong? 
We need to recognize what the 
function of civil law is and how 
that differs from God’s standards 
and laws. For instance, if some-
thing is legal, does that make 
it moral? On the other hand, if 
something is illegal, does that 
make it immoral?

What is the difference 
between public morality
and private morality? 

Which is more stringent?

Consider the following cases. 
What would you base your 
decision on in cases like these?

BIRTH CONTROL 
   Alarmed by the growing teen pregnancy rate in the United States, school 
administrators and family planning organizations are initiating school-based clinics 
to deal with the problem. Operating in some parts of the country, these clinics are 
legally able to dispense contraceptives to teens, without parental knowledge or 
consent. “Kids are just going to have sex anyway; we’ve got to do something to lower 
the birthrate” is the line of reasoning most often used to defend the clinics.
   But many parents and community leaders fear that distributing contraceptives in 
school merely sanctions illicit sex. They say “it’s time to teach that having sex is a moral 
decision with implicit responsibilities and consequences.” Despite their concern, the clinics, 
protected by the courts, continue to give kids birth control assistance on school grounds.

ABORTION 
   Despite the physical, emotional, and moral implications of abortion, teens in many 
states can have the procedure done in a clinic without anyone else’s OK. Ironically, 
a girl can’t vote until she’s 18 and can’t legally order a drink until she’s 21. But 
in some parts of the country, she may get an abortion at any age—without her 
parents’ or guardian’s permission. The situation can be further complicated if she 
bleeds or gets sick afterward. Her parents will be in the dark, not knowing why their 
daughter is suffering. This is very dangerous.
   There are states now that say teens must not face such a decision alone. Many states 
require parental permission for a girl to get an abortion. Additionally, other states 
have laws that require a minor to tell her parents prior to an abortion, but she doesn’t 
need to obtain permission. Several studies show that states with parental involvement 
laws have had drops in abortions.

 What Do YOU Say?

      The 
LAW Says . . .

Do you think kids should be able to get contraceptives without their parents’ 
consent? Why or why not? Does it make it harder to say no to sex when birth 
control help is readily available? Why or why not? 

The law seems ambivalent on this issue. Whose rights are more important—
the girl’s, her parents’, the father’s, the unborn child’s? Where do you stand? 
Why?
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PORNOGRAPHY 
 The debate over how to define and regulate pornography reached a fevered pitch in the U.S. when a group appointed 
to study the subject concluded that law enforcement and legislative officials must crack down on hard-core pornography. 
“Censorship!” cried many activist groups. 
 Obscenity has never been protected by the American Constitution, but defining obscenity is not always easy.  
Generally, movies, books, and magazines are protected by the First Amendment right to freedom of the press.

DRINKING 
 In most places, the legal drinking age is 21. That means that it is illegal to buy any 
alcoholic beverage, or have someone else buy it for you, if you are underage. It is also 
illegal for anyone to sell you an alcoholic beverage. Some states have passed laws that 
hold adults who serve or supply alcohol to underage drinkers liable if anyone is killed 
or injured by an underage drinker. 
 Even with these laws, the average age when boys first try alcohol is 11 years old. For 
girls, that age is 13. Teens who begin drinking before the age of 15 are five times more 
likely to become dependent on alcohol than those who begin drinking at the age of 21.
 Binge drinking (consuming five or more drinks at a sitting) is a growing problem 
among young people. 
 Alcoholism is a major problem in our society, and the problem usually starts with
alcohol abuse in adolescence.

RELIGION ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
 Both the United States and Canada guarantee freedom of religion 
and the separation of church and state. These freedoms are important 
to avoid the marriage of church and state, where one religion is official 
and sanctioned at the expense of all others. Most European countries 
in the eighteenth century had a state church. By separating government 
and religion, our forefathers hoped to keep the state from interfering 
with the right of citizens to believe and practice the faith of their choice.
 Some Americans feel that in recent years this has been used to 
eradicate traces of Christianity from school and public places. In a typical 
case, a Christian organization in California was banned from using school 
grounds to meet with inner-city kids after school. The reason? In addition 
to games and activities, the group was teaching the kids the Bible. Citing 
the First Amendment that “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion,” the county’s Deputy Counsel said the Bible 
clubs were unacceptable. “Rather than having the schools get involved 
with what’s permissible and what’s not [and possibly opening themselves 
up to a lawsuit] the easiest solution is simply to ban all religious groups,” 
said this county administrator.

You have tremendous freedom to watch, listen to, and read whatever you can 
get your hands on. What is your standard for what is OK and what is not OK? 
How do you defend it? 

The law can go only so far in regulating behavior. What’s your standard for 
behavior on this issue? Why?

The Bible says, “pray without ceasing.” What would you do if your 
government said that you couldn’t meet with other Christians in a public place 
to pray or share your faith?
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Mark 1:35-38
35Very early in the morning, while it was 
still dark, Jesus got up, left the house 
and went off to a solitary place, where he 
prayed. 36Simon and his companions went 
to look for him, 37and when they found 
him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking 
for you!” 
 38Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere 
else—to the nearby villages—so I can 
preach there also. That is why I have 
come.”

Mark 6:46 
46After leaving them, he went up on a 
mountainside to pray.

Luke 5:15-16
15Yet the news about him spread all the 
more, so that crowds of people came 
to hear him and to be healed of their 
sicknesses. 16But Jesus often withdrew 
to lonely places and prayed.

Luke 6:12-13
12One of those days Jesus went out to 
a mountainside to pray, and spent the 
night praying to God. 13When morning 
came, he called his disciples to him and 
chose twelve of them, whom he also 
designated apostles.

Three of Jesus’ most famous prayers  

are The Lord’s Prayer, His prayer for the apostles (and us!) in John 17, and the one He 

prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus also prayed on a regular basis. Let’s take a 

look at what we can learn from Jesus’ other experiences with prayer.

  & Review today’s text from Mark 1:35-38
Then, using your own Bible, check the verses preceding this passage. 

 C What was Jesus doing the day before this time of prayer? 

 

 C Why do you think the disciples went out looking for Him? 

 

 C Why do you think Jesus left town when everyone wanted Him? 

 

 C What did He do after His time of prayer? (verse 38) 

 

  & Read Mark 6:41-46. 
 C What event came right before Jesus’ prayer this time? 

 

 C Why do you think Jesus dismissed the disciples? (See John 6:15.) 

 
 

  & Review Luke 5:15-16.
 C Think about this episode and the other two you’ve just studied. What patterns 

can you find about the time, place, and events leading to Jesus’ prayers? 

 

Another time, Jesus knew He had to make a big decision. 

  & Read Luke 6:12-13. 
 C What did Jesus do? 

 

 C Why do you think Jesus spent all night praying to God before He chose the 

apostles? 
 

 C What was the result of His time spent praying? 

 

Looking back over all these verses you’ve studied, what do you think was the purpose 

of prayer for Jesus?

Selections from Mark and Luke
Getting away to pray
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I will instruct 
you and teach 
you in the way 

you should go; I 
will counsel you 
with my loving 

eye on you.
—Psalm 32:8

»mon
Teachers usually have a 
subject in which they are 
experts. There is no subject 
that God doesn’t know 
intimately and can’t teach us. 
Ask God for His guidance as 
you consider the direction you 
should be taking in your life.

»tues
Have you ever been at a 
crossroads, won der ing which 
way to turn? God’s will can 
be like a road map for us. 
Ask God to help you make 
the right choices when faced 
with tough options.

»wed
Work can pile up. Sometimes 
our re spon si bil i ties seem 
overwhelming. Yet God has 
given us tasks to do, and He 

is in control of the outcomes. Ask God to 
give you strength to follow His guidance 
even when the work is hard.

»thurs
A counselor can help us make decisions. 
When God promises to counsel you, it 
means He will make you aware of His will 
as you seek it. Ask God for some advice 
today.

»fri
To receive God’s counsel, we must spend 
time praying—just talking with Him. Try 
an experimental way of praying this week: 
Set up a chair for Jesus and talk with 
Him (aloud, if possible) as you would 
any other person. Don’t forget to spend 
some time listening, too.

»sat
Say a prayer of thanks to God for His 
care, protection, and guidance.

Q: If God knows everything, then He already knows the 
stuff I’m praying about. So why should I bother? –Donald (17)

A: Awesome, good question to ask. WHY? Why do we pray? If God is all 
KNOWING, all POWERFUL, all EVERYTHING, the beginning and the end, then 
He would certainly know my prayers before I ask right? So why should I waste 
my time?

Have I hit dead on?

Well, to start off, you’re totally right. God knows all and sees all. He knows your 
wants and needs before you ask for them. Let me take you down a road that I 
myself had to walk to finally get the answer to that exact question. As you know the 
Bible always has someone praying or seeking God. Whenever a man or woman of 
God won a battle, laid hands on the sick, overcame problems, or took over nations, 
everything from feeding people to winning impossible battles—if you look back at 
the origins of their victory, they went to the Father for prayer first. Jesus said,

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours” (Mark 11:24).

Prayer shouldn’t be words that are thrown out to sound impressive; prayer is simply 
talking to Jesus. Prayer can go from straight-up seeking out guidance in your life, 
overcoming a problem, or praying for a friend or family member. Yes, He knows 
your life before you live it—what you’ll do, what will happen, but get this: He still 
wants to hear from you. He desires to talk with you daily and to have a personal, 
one-on-one relationship with you. Now here’s where it gets good. 
Not only did the people from the Bible pray to God, but so 
did the King of kings, Jesus. Multiple times Jesus woke early 
in the morning (sometimes before the sun was out) to 
spend some time with the Father, asking for counsel, 
wisdom, and guidance.

You see, God wants to have a relationship with 
you. He wants you to cry out to Him, to pray 
to Him, to ask Him the needs of your heart even 
though He already knows what they are. “Ask and 
it will be given to you; seek and you will find” 
(Matt. 7:7). So I encourage you to pray. Pray 
to the Father who made all of everything, 
knows everything, and yet still wants a 
relationship with you. –Elisha (19)

Why   pray?
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Living 

Out
Devos

Your 
Daily

How’re your devos going? Spending time with God lately? 

These kinds of questions can dredge up feelings of anxiety and stress and make 
you ask questions more like: How much “time” is enough? What should I do during 
devos? How often should I have them? And, do they have to happen in the morning?

If your motives about your devos are all wrong or you’re trying to get by with 
what you “have” to do . . . try these new approaches.
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• First off, remember that being alone with God is important. Instead of sitting in your room, though,
 get out! Anywhere—the yard, your basement, a good friend’s house, better yet a place with a view. 
 Fresh air will not only help you clear your head but will renew your perspective in ways “walls” can’t.

• Go to camp. Um, isn’t that once a year and usually over the summer? Probably, but sometimes there
 are winter or spring camps. Check out what your church offers or see if any of your friends have camps 
 you could go to. The rest and relaxation camp brings and the opportunity to spend time alone in nature 
 is irreplaceable. You might think you have better ways to spend your bucks, but spiritually you can’t 
 beat the “camp experience.” Invest in that one-week-a-year outing and your devos year-round will benefit.

• Missions. No, this doesn’t mean you can only find God in a foreign country, but there is something 
 about being “far off” and sensing true needs (both physical and spiritual) that will bring you to 
 your knees. 

• With a friend. How much time do you spend texting your friends or talking on your cell? If you have
 a friend that you share everything with, why not share Scripture, too? Psalm 32:8 promises, “I [God] 
 will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.” 
 If you and your friends are typically seeking each other’s advice on things, how much better to get 
 God’s perspective! 

You might be surprised to know that Jesus did the above things! He often went off to talk with His Father 
(Matt. 14:23), He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32), and sat on the Mount of Olives 
(Matt. 24:3). Jesus treasured His alone time; He needed it! Jesus may have spent time praying in the 
temple and in rooms with the doors closed but those occasions aren’t recorded in the Bible—His “quiet 
places,” however, are.

Jesus also camped . . . for years, actually. Think of all the campfires He enjoyed with His disciples and how 
time must have stood still as they talked together. The walking, hanging out, sharing, and the testimonies 
. . . Jesus did all of those things, and it had a noticeable impact in His relationship with God the Father 
and with others.

Did Jesus do missions? Sure. And He told others to do the same. Jesus’ life was a non-stop missions trip—
always focused on whom He could help out. He gave the first call to missions (Matt. 28:18-20). He sent 
His disciples out and counseled them on how they should approach unbelievers (see Matt. 10).  

Lastly, friends. Jesus had 12 of them and hundreds more if you count the crowds that surrounded Him. 
He managed to juggle the social aspects of His life and countered it with something that you probably are 
just getting to appreciate more: time alone with God. Devotional time will take on far greater meaning 
when you live it instead of just “do” it. After all, that’s what Jesus did!

Jesus treasured His alone time; 
He needed it!
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Luke 4:1-13 
1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 2where for forty days he was 
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 
during those days, and at the end of them 
he was hungry. 
 3The devil said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.” 
 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man 
shall not live on bread alone.’” 
 5The devil led him up to a high place 
and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to 
him, “I will give you all their authority 
and splendor, it has been given to me, 
and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So 
if you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
 8Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve 
him only.’” 
 9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had 
him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he 
said, “throw  yourself down from here. 
10For it is written: ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you to guard you 
carefully; 11they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone.’” 
  12Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not 
put the Lord  your God to the test.’ ” 
 13When the devil had finished all 
this tempting, he left him until an 
opportune time.

There isn’t a single form of temptation you’ve faced that 

Jesus didn’t have to deal with at one time or another. That’s one of the rea sons 

He can relate to us so well. By following His example when tempted, we can 

avoid getting burned by sin.

  & Read today’s text, Luke 4:1-13.
 C Is it a sin to be tempted? Support your answer. 

 
 

 C The first test Jesus had to undergo is described in verses 2-4. What was 

the real reason Satan wanted Jesus to turn the stones into bread? 

 
 

 C Why did Jesus refuse? His answer comes from Deu ter on o my 8:3. 

 
 
 

In the second test, the devil tried to appeal to Jesus’ ambition. Christ rejected 

the temptation with Scripture. 

In the third test, in verses 9-13, the devil asked Jesus to dem on strate His power 

by leaping from the top of the temple.

 C What new approach does the devil take in this test? Check the source of 

Satan’s quotes (Ps. 91:11-12). 

 
 
 

In every temptation Christ used Scripture to stop Satan’s attack. This is striking. 

He apparently knew Scripture intimately and was able to use it effectively against 

the devil.

 C List the guidelines you can find in today’s text for overcoming 

temptations. 
 
 

  & Read Hebrews 4:15.
 C What do Jesus’ temptations, and His victory over them, mean to you?

Tempted in Every way
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Then you  
will know the 
truth and the 
truth will set 

you free.”
—John 8:32

»mon
The “truth” isn’t just a bunch 
of facts. Jesus personifies 
what is true. Ask for God’s 
help to make His truth real 
to you.

»tues
To know these truths means 
more than passing a quiz 
about them. It means to 
believe them in our hearts 
and trust them to make a dif
fer ence in our lives. Pray for 
that kind of trust in your life.

»wed
After we know the truth about 
how to drive a car, we’re free 
to drive it. In the same way, 
learning spiritual skills gives 
us the freedom to grow. 
Ask God to show you what 
spiritual skills you need to 
learn better.

»thurs
Look at the previous verse, John 
8:31. Jesus first calls His disciples to 
obedience, then He tells them they’ll be 
freed by the truth. Ask God to increase 
your desire to obey Him unconditionally.

»fri
Some people can really turn you off. But 
if you look at the way God sees them, 
you’ll be free to care about them. Ask the 
Lord to help you see people the way He 
sees them, with eyes of compassion and 
en cour age ment.

»sat
Do you know someone who is enslaved 
to something or someone and needs to 
know this truth and find freedom? Ask 
God to use you in some way to help 
them.

Should Eric skip a week of football practice to go 
to church camp? Should Tristan accept the offer to 
coordinate children’s church? Should Nick invite a good 
friend who has been down lately to go to a concert, or 
should he invite a new friend who is more fun?

 These aren’t decisions that have obvious right or wrong answers. In 
each case, both choices look good. The longer it takes us to make these 
decisions, the more they feel unsolvable.
 Here are some clues to follow next time a decision muddles your mind.
 Gather more facts. Eric talked to the football coach and asked him how 
much of a problem it would be if he were gone for a week. Eric began to 
see that he had a responsibility not to miss practice. He and a few other 
players decided to drive out to the camp for a few sessions after each 
morning practice.
 Figure out what each choice will cost. Tristan was flattered to be asked 
to coordinate children’s church, but she was already pushed for time. 
 It boiled down to band practice or children’s church. Would she feel worse 
if someone else did children’s church or took her place in the band? She 
decided she wanted to do children’s church more, so she took that position.
 Talk it out. Pick people who listen well and who don’t prefer either 
choice. Tell them everything you can think of about the decision and then 
ask, “Which way seems best to you?” Get them to tell you what they 
heard you saying.
 “Try on” the decision. See how a temporary decision feels. Nick 
considered what it would be like to invite the new friend, but he didn’t tell 
anyone. A few days later, it felt wrong. He could never go to the concert 
without his best friend.
 Give yourself a deadline. You might want to say, “By January 30th, I 
will have talked to . . . and made my decision.” This helps you figure out 
when you’ll gather those facts and how soon you have to decide.
 Don’t rush these kinds of decisions, because sometimes they work 
themselves out. Maybe you were struggling to decide which college to 
go to; eventually you find out that one of them is much better in the field 
you want to pursue than another.
 Try not to panic about decisions. Realistically, you won’t make every 
decision perfectly anyway. Sometimes you’ll wish 
you’d done things another 
way. In some cases, 
things will turn out 
fine. If you’re praying 
through decisions and 
asking godly people for 
advice, you’re on the 
right track. Worst case, if 
you make a bad decision, 
you’ll learn from it or will 
be able to steer a friend 
facing a similar decision in 
the right way. Think things 
through, pray, ask for help 
and then trust yourself. With 
God as your guide, you 
won’t stray far.
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 The Scripture gives some pretty good ideas about 
how we can overcome temptation before it overcomes 
us. You might want to remember these the next time 
you see or hear an attractive offer.

(1) Don’t set yourself up for 
an ambush. 
 James 1:14-16 tells us that temptation comes when we’re lured 
and enticed by our own desires. If the best way to beat temptation 
is to avoid it, then the best way to avoid it is to know our areas of 
weakness and be careful not to set ourselves up. Paul put it this way: 
“Flee the evil desires of youth” (2 Tim. 2:22). Stay out of situations, 
conversations, and locations that might leave you vulnerable to 
ambush.

(2) Everyone needs help. 
 One of the best ways you can fight temptation in your own life 
is to commit yourself to a small group of friends who are willing 
to ask you the kind of hard questions that make you squirm 
sometimes: “Are you aware of how you come across to people 
when you talk like that?” “Isn’t this the same kind of decision that 
got you into a bad situation before?”

(3) Remember who your 
friends are. 
 One of the most important steps in dealing with temptation is 
to think about the people you hang around with. There’s an old 
saying: “If you sleep with the dogs, you’re going to get fleas!” If 
you’re starting to feel yourself itch a lot, maybe it’s time to start 
thinking about the kind of friends you have. Are they helping you 
in your walk with Christ, or are they making it tougher?

 Joe struggled with this dilemma. He wanted to present a strong 
Christian example and still be a good friend to his teammates 
on the wrestling squad. But when they got together, all they did 
was drink, tell dirty jokes, drink, go to R-rated movies, drink, 
and brag about last Saturday night. They were “good guys”—a 
lot of fun. In fact, until a friend cared enough to confront Joe, 
he hadn’t even noticed that he was starting to act like those guys. 
When he thought about it, it scared him how much he had 
weakened his example to fit in with the guys. 
 Paul warned in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be misled: ‘Bad 
company corrupts good character.’”

(4) Make up your mind BEFORE 
you’re under pressure. 
 Don’t wait until you’re in the backseat to start thinking about 
your sexual standards. When the heat’s on and the hormones are 
screaming, it’s usually not a very good time to start deciding if 
you should kiss on the first date. Those kinds of decisions are best 
worked out when you have time to think, time to pray—and with 
lights on! 

(5) Finally! Remember to pray 
and read the Word. 
 That’s the way Jesus overcame temptation (see Luke 4). If we 
keep in close touch with God through prayer and Bible study, it 
will be a lot tougher to wander too far without some bells going 
off. 
 Psalm 119:9 says, “How can a young person stay on the path 
of purity? By living according to your word.” 
 Basically, what that means is that the best defense is a good 
offense. Don’t spend your time running away from temptation. 
Think in terms of running toward righteousness (2 Tim. 2:22).

A final word of encouragement 
Taking on temptation is always tough. But remember that God is on your side. He’s the rock on which we 
stand, and He’s the God who forgives us when we fall. That’s good news for all of us!

Practical Ways to 

Beat  Temptation55
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You’re faced with 
choices and decisions 
every day. What 
do you do when no 
one’s looking?

SEE HOW YOUR CHOICES MEASURE UP. READY? PICK UP YOUR PENCIL. 

TESTING...1...2...3.

Your history teacher never changes the tests from 
year to year. Your older sister aced the class and 
you know she kept all of her tests. The night before 
a huge exam you:

	 	 ❍ A. Have an all-night cram session.
	 	 ❍ B. Ask your sister to give you pointers on what 
    you should study.
	 	 ❍ C. Take the test from your sister’s room and start 
    scribbling answers on your hand.

Your parents are out of town and one of your friends 
suggests you throw a party. You:
❍ A. Say no. You’re not about to risk getting in 
 big-time trouble for one night of fun.

	 	 ❍ B. Hesitate, but then invite a few of your closest
    friends over.
	 	 ❍ C. Start spreading the word about the party 
   on Friday night.

You’re not allowed to go out on Saturday until all of 
your homework is done. You only have a few more 
algebra questions left when your best friend invites you 
to a movie that starts in 20 minutes. So you:

	 	 ❍ A. Ask if you can catch a later flick.
	 	 ❍ B. Beg, plead, moan, and groan until your mom relents.
	 	 ❍ C. Tell your mom you’re done. (You’ll finish your 
    algebra in study hall on Monday morning.)

When is the last time you told a lie? Be honest:
❍ A. This month.
❍ B. This week.
❍ C. Today.

Your neighbor asks you to dog sit her pampered pooch.
Princess has a major attitude and your neighbor didn’t 
give you a dime for your time or trouble the last time. 
You don’t have a ton of stuff planned for the weekend, 
but you:

	 	 ❍ A. Are honest and simply say no.
	 	 ❍ B. Say you’re not really a dog person and you’re busy 
   this weekend.
	 	 ❍ C. Tell a harmless white lie and say you’re going 
   away on a youth group retreat.

The frazzled cashier at your favorite store accidentally
gives you 10 dollars in change instead of the 5 that
you’re actually owed. What do you do?
❍ A. Give it back without hesitation.
❍ B. Stuff it all in your wallet. But as you 

   leave the store you’re overwhelmed with guilt. 
   You turn around and give it back.
	 	 ❍ C. Smile and say thank you. It’s a steal of a deal.

Your biology teacher asks you to trade papers with your 
classmates to grade the weekly quiz. When you grade 
your best friend’s quiz she misses five out of ten. You:
❍ A. Feel bad but mark them wrong.
❍ B. Start to write in some of the correct answers, but 

   then erase them.
	 	 ❍ C. Only mark one question wrong. The teacher never 
   looks at the quizzes, so you know you’ll never 
   get caught.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

38    
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At lunch you overhear a group of people talking about a new 
website that has indecent pictures of your favorite celebrity. 
Later that night while surfing the web at home you:

	 ❍ A.  Steer clear of the site.
	 ❍ B.  Check it out just to see if the site really exists.
	 ❍ C.  Bookmark it.

You need some odds and ends from the store to finish up 
your science fair project. Your parents told you to never 
drive without permission, but they’re nowhere to be found 
and the store closes in 30 minutes. What do you do?

	 ❍ A.  Improvise. Call a friend.
	 ❍ B.  Grab the keys and go.
	 ❍ C.  Put the pedal to the metal. You will beat your parents 
   home and they’ll never know.

When you pull into a parking space at the mall you 
tap the old clunker parked in front of you. You leave 
a dent on the bumper. Do you leave your name and 
number?
❍ A.  Absolutely—and wait around for a half an hour 
 for the owner to show up so you can explain 
 what happened.
❍ B.  Ummm, no. Your insurance will skyrocket.
❍ C.  Are you kidding? You move your car to the other 
 side of the lot so there’s no way the owner can
  pin the damage on you.

You promised your chemistry lab partner that you’d 
help him with his homework. But when your cell 
shows its him and it’s in the middle of your favorite 
show, you:
❍ A.  Answer it. A promise is a promise.
❍ B.  Don’t answer it, but then call him back during
  the next commercial and say you’ll help him 
 once the show is over.
❍ C.  Let him leave a message and wait to see if he 
 calls later. 

Your best friend says there is a sure-fire way of 
cheating without getting caught.
❍ A.  Say, no thanks I don’t cheat.
❍ B.  Listen to what your friend has to say.
❍ C.  Listen and keep as an idea for a time you 

   can’t get around to studying.

Smoking pot after an away-game means a two-week 
suspension for the star player on the high school 
basketball team. You see him doing this. You:
❍ A.  Wonder why he would jeopardize his 

   college career.
❍ B.  Tell your best friend.
❍ C.  Use it as one more reason why everyone 

   does it.

BONUS!
After gym class, you return to your locker to find it
broken into and your wallet, jewelry, and stuff stolen.
You feel:
❍ A.  Anger
❍ B.  Disbelief
❍ C.  Cheated
❍ D.  All of the above

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

. . . I really want to 

catch the movie

with my friend. 

Should I lie and 

say my homework 

is done?

IF YOU PICKED MOSTLY A:

You think before you act. Even when there’s

no one looking over your shoulder to tell 

you what to do, you strive to make the 

right decision. Life is full of choices and 

when you choose to do what’s right, it 

pleases your Creator.

IF YOU PICKED MOSTLY B:

You often find yourself in situations

where you’re not sure what to do. With 

temptation at every turn, you go back and

forth and often second-guess yourself. You’re 

definitely headed in the right direction, but 

you’re not quite there yet. Little white lies 

stick to somebody, don’t they? Deep down you 

know the difference between right and wrong. 

Act on it.

IF YOU PICKED MOSTLY C:

Honesty is not exactly your middle name, is 

it? You’re not above cheating if you think you 

won’t get caught and if you stand to benefit.

You may think that no one sees what you do, 

but you see it. Yes? So do your friends and so 

does your God. He knows what’s in your heart. 

So next time you have a decision to make, 

choose honesty. It will become a habit you 

just can’t break.
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The devil’s pattern of attack with us is often similar to his pattern of attack with Jesus. 

T e m p t a t i o nO V E R C O M I N G

FOR EXAMPLE:
a. Temptation often appeals to our emotions or feelings, just as Satan appealed to Jesus’ hunger. 
 This is especially true during times of crisis or fatigue.
b.	We	are	often	tempted	to	act	selfishly	as	Jesus	was	when	the	devil	wanted	Him	to	use	His	power	to	feed	
	 no	one	but	Himself.
c.	The	devil	may	try	to	trick	us	into	serving	his	cause,	just	as	he	did	with	Jesus	by	offering	to	give	Him	power	
	 over	all	the	nations	of	the	world.
d.	We	are	often	tempted	to	act	in	a	foolish	or	reckless	manner,	as	when	Satan	tried	to	get	Jesus	to	jump	from	
 a tall part of the temple.
e.	We	can	be	tempted	to	doubt	or	test	God,	as	the	devil	tried	to	do	when	he	wanted	Jesus	to	jump	to	see	if	
 angels really	would	protect	Him.
f.	 We	are	sometimes	tempted	to	disobey	the	teachings	of	Scripture,	as	Jesus	was	when	Satan	tried	to	entice
	 Him	into	disobeying God’s teaching in Deuteronomy.

Name some specific temptations you might face.

What are some ways to avoid or resist these temptations? Write the help you get

from these verses.

1. Genesis 39:7-10; Proverbs 6:27-28

2. James 4:7

3. Mark 14:37-38
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Jesus walked, rode, visited, argued, encouraged, rose early, worked 

late, and generally proved Himself to be a man of action. And, we can be people of 

action too . . .
We see the kind of disciple He’s looking for in Luke 9:1-6, 10, where He gave His 

first fol low ers a job to do. While the details of how to go about it were tailored for that 

situation, the prin ci ples are for us. Let’s take a look at some.

Before Jesus sent His disciples out, He taught them and demonstrated what to do. 

Then it became their turn, and we see what happened in our passage. 

  & Read Luke 9:1-6, 10.
 C What was their mission objective? 

 
 

 C What weapons did they have? 

 
 

 C Why do you think Jesus gave them those weapons? 

 
 

 C Jesus told them not to take any food, clothes, or extra money. What did He want 

them to learn? 

 
 

 C Why do you think Jesus told the disciples to leave the towns that didn’t 

welcome them? 

 
 

 C When the disciples set off on their first training mission, how do you think they 

felt? 
 
 

 C How do you think the disciples’ relationship to Jesus changed after they had 

been out preaching and healing? 

 
 

Jesus is a man of action. He trains His disciples, then turns them into active copies of 

Himself.

Luke 9:1-6, 10 
1When Jesus had called the Twelve 
together, he gave them power and 
authority to drive out all demons and to 
cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal 
the sick. 3He told them: “Take nothing for 
the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, 
no money, no extra shirt. 4Whatever 
house you enter, stay there until you 
leave their town and 5If people do not 
welcome you, shake the dust off your 
feet, as a tes ti mo ny against them.” 6So 
they set out and went from village to 
village, proclaiming the good news and 
healing people everywhere.

 10When the apostles returned, they 
reported to Jesus what they had done. 
Then he took them with him and they 
withdrew by themselves to a town called 
Bethsaida.

Luke 9:1-6, 10
On the job training
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You, my brothers 
and sisters, were 
called to be free. 

But do not use your 
freedom to in dulge 

the flesh; rather, 
serve one another 

humbly in love.
—Galatians 5:13

»mon
Being a Christlike servant 
involves our thoughts, speech, 
actions, motives, and at ti tude. 
Ask God to show you how you 
can develop in these areas.

»tues
Thoughts  “Christ has set 
us free” (Gal. 5:1). Read 
Galatians 5:115. According to 
this passage, what is a wrong 
way of thinking about our 
salvation? What are we now 
free to live for in new ways?

»wed
Speech  “If you keep on 
biting and devouring each 
other, watch out or you 
will be destroyed by each 
other” (Gal. 5:15). What 

is something you have said to a family 
member that was “biting” instead of 
building up? Ask God to forgive you, then 
go ask that person for for give ness.

»thurs
Actions  “Keep in step with the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5:25). Ga la tians 5:1626 describes 
two kinds of people—those controlled by 
their sinful nature and those controlled 
by the Holy Spirit. Think of someone you 
are not getting along with. How could you 
demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit to them?

»fri
Motives  “Let us not become con ceit ed, 
provoking and envying each other” (Gal. 
5:26). It is possible to do “religious” 
things and still not be a servant who 
pleases God. Why do you think our 
motives are so important to God?

»sat
Attitude  “Serve one another humbly in 
love” (Gal. 5:13). Being a servant can be 
de mean ing, boring, and tedious—unless 
we share Christ’s attitude of love. With 
His attitude, being a servant brings 
dignity, excitement, and fulfillment. Ask 
God for this love to serve others.

1. Do bring an open heart. Don’t bring a bad attitude.

2. Do bring a good water bottle. Don’t bring bottled soft drinks.

3. Do bring your Bible, notebook, and pen. Leave electronic devices at home!

4. Do bring a small digital camera. Don’t bring your parents’ expensive 
 video camera.

5. Do bring extra socks and underclothes. Don’t bring uncomfortable walking
 shoes, high-priced jeans, or your grandfather’s antique watch.

6. Do bring a good quality sleeping bag and pillow. Don’t bring a suitcase you
 can’t carry.

7. Do bring deodorant (please!). Don’t bring lots of hair care products.

8. Do bring sunscreen and insect repellent. Don’t bring bottles of cologne.

9. Find out ahead of time how to best use your cell phone in the country you 
are visiting to avoid costly fees.

10. Exceed the need. Bring a great team spirit. Don’t leave home without it.
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Do’s and Don’ts for New Missionaries
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A MISSIONS STORY 
BY LINDY KEFFER

In an old scrapbook, I have a cool picture of my friends Amy and 
Wade playing soccer in the airport in McAllen, Texas. (Okay, 
maybe we shouldn’t have been playing soccer in the airport.) 
McAllen is on the border between Texas and Mexico, and we 
were getting ready to cross the border for a week-long mission 
trip to Reynosa, Mexico. Snapping photos in the airport, I didn’t 
know I was about to have my mind and heart enlarged. I was 
going to minister to the people of Reynosa, but I didn’t realize it 
would be a lot more than that. 

Scary Drivers and Homemade Tortillas
A few days later, I was sitting in a 15-passenger van half-asleep 
because it was 6:30 in the morning. Suddenly, I was totally 
awake, because our driver, Bob, was driving the wrong way on 
a divided highway! He only did it for a short distance before 
finding a break in the median and getting back on the right side 
of the road. There was no chance of going back to sleep after that!

The really crazy thing was, we weren’t going somewhere at 6:30 
a.m. We were coming back from somewhere—a 5:00 a.m. prayer 
meeting at a local church. Yup. Back home I’d still be dreaming at 
that hour, but in Mexico, I had already been meeting with other 
believers for an hour and a half. This was the first important, 
unexpected thing that happened on that mission trip: instead 
of ministering to the Mexican people, I learned something from 
them. The Christians we encountered in Reynosa prayed and 
worshiped in a way I’d never seen before. They really believed that 
their city needed Jesus, so they began praying that their neighbors 
would come to know Christ.

Guess what? It happened! And as more people accepted Jesus, 
more people came to pray. By the time our mission team arrived, 
hundreds of people met every morning to sing and pray. They 
didn’t pray like we did, either. They walked around the sanctuary 
and prayed out loud, all at the same time. (It seemed weird at 
first, but I discovered that when you’re praying that early, walking 
around and praying out loud is a good way to stay focused and 
awake.) After one week, I came back to the U.S. with a new 
understanding of what it means to pray without ceasing and to 
have a burden for my city.

Another thing happened that week that I didn’t expect. After 
we were done with the crack-of-dawn prayer meetings, we 
went to a church in another part of town and led Vacation 
Bible School. That was cool, but the part that I remember most 
is what happened after VBS each day. A group of ladies from 



the church made an amazing Mexican meal. I fell in love with 
the homemade tortillas and all the stuff that went with them. 
Looking back, I’m pretty sure that these people weren’t wealthy, 
and that feeding a dozen hungry Americans each day wasn’t 
pocket change for them. But they hosted us with such love. 
I thought I was going to Reynosa to minister to the Mexican 
people. I had no idea that they would also minister to me.

Building Bunk Beds for Jesus
Fast forward eight years. I’m in another airport, but this time 
it’s in London, not Texas. I’m on my way to Nairobi, Kenya—
my friends and I are on another short-term mission trip. We 
are going to a university to join their summer service team (a 
group called Doulos, which means “servant”). Once we got to 
the campus, we head to a camp called Freedom Base that used 
to be a prison camp. Now it is a camp where people come to 
meet Jesus. In just a few weeks, Freedom Base will host its first 
summer camp. The campers will be street kids from the slums of 
Nairobi who will come for a week of ropes courses, bonfires, and 
worship. Right now, the Doulos team is here to build bunk beds, 
showers, and an outhouse so that the kids can have a great camp 
experience.

Because of my experience in Mexico, I’m not surprised when 
the Kenya trip turns out to be more than I expected. Here’s the 
main thing I took away from that experience. We were a group 
of 17 Americans traveling to a new country to serve in a new 
way. There, we met 11 African students—nine from Kenya, one 
from Uganda, and one from Malawi—who had given up their 
summers to serve. We weren’t going to minister to the African 
people, but to minister with them. Mission accomplished.

By the time we were done, I felt like the lesson I began 
learning in Mexico eight years earlier was finally complete. 
As an American Christian, I have a lot to gain from getting to 
know my brothers and sisters in Christ whose skin color and 
language are different from mine. Not only can missions be an 
opportunity to minister to them, but I can learn from them, be 
ministered to by them, and serve with them. What an amazing 
worldwide family—the Body of Christ.
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Do you have perfect vision? 
Maybe, maybe not. Jesus talked about a special type of sight defect in John 9. 

Here a blind man helped Jesus teach an important lesson about seeing.

Investigate what happened in this incident by answering the questions below to get 

the meaning of Jesus’ message.

  & Read John 9:1-5.
 C What reasons did the disciples suggest for the man’s blindness? 

 C How did Jesus explain the man’s blindness? 

 C What did Jesus mean when He called Himself the “light of the world”? 

 

  & Read John 9:6-12.
 C What was Jesus’ part in healing the man’s blindness? The man’s part? 

 C Why did the man’s neighbors react as they did? 

 C How much had the man learned about Jesus by the end of this section? 

 

  & Read John 9:13-23.
 C Why were the Pharisees concerned that Jesus made clay on the Sabbath? 

 C How did the Pharisees feel about Jesus? Why did they have this attitude? 

 C Why did the Pharisees, refusing to believe the man, call his parents? 

 

  & Read John 9:24-34.
 C What was the difference between the man’s view of Jesus and the Pharisees’ view of Him? 

 C How did the man feel about Jesus in this section? What was the man’s opinion of the Pharisees? 

 C How clearly were the Pharisees seeing reality in this story? 

 

  & Read John 9:35-41.
 C What is the meaning of “believe” as the word is used in this section? 

 C How did the man respond when Jesus revealed His identity? 

 C What did Jesus mean in verses 39-41? 

 C What does sin have to do with blindness (vs. 40)? What evidence of spiritual blindness do you find in this story? 

 C If you asked Jesus, “Am I blind?” how would He answer you?

John 9:1-7, 35-38
sight unseen
lesson 10  Bible Study

John 9:1-7, 35-38
1As he went along, he saw a man blind 
from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” 
 3“Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened 
so that the works of God might be 
displayedin him. 4As long as it is day, we 
must do the works of him who sent me. 
Night is coming, when no one can work. 
5While I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 
 6After saying this, he spit on the ground, 
made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told 
him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this 
word means Sent). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing.

 35Jesus heard that they had thrown 
him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 
 36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. 
“Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
 37Jesus said, “You have now seen 
him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 
you.” 
 38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” 
and he worshiped him.
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So we fix  
our eyes not on 
what is seen, but 

on what is unseen, 
since what is seen 
is temporary, but 
what is unseen is 

eternal. 
—2 Corinthians 4:18

»mon
What do you fix your eyes on? List some of the things 
you really desire, then list the longterm ben e fits of 
having those things.

»tues
Our eyes see marvelous things all around that can make 
life easier and more enjoyable. The benefits of those 
things, however, are always temporary. Ask God for the 
ability to enjoy those things that will last forever.

»wed
I am the one responsible for fixing my eyes on temporary 
things. I choose. What are my true desires? What is it that 
the deepest part of me wants?

»thurs
The Bible doesn’t say we have to stop possessing things. 
But we cannot allow things to possess us. Ask God for a 
clearer perspective on the things He has given to you.

»fri
Years ago, people didn’t believe in molecules because 
they couldn’t be seen. Once the tech nol o gy came, people 
saw that they did exist. It is the same with eternal 
things. Presently we don’t have the “spiritual technology” 
to see them. One day we will. Ask God for the faith to 
believe in that which can’t be seen.

»sat
A life based on God is renewed daily (2 
Cor. 4:16). Pray for renewal and thank 
God for what He is doing in your life.
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IS THERE VALUE IN 

TELEVISION?
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The barrage of questions is inevitable: “Did he really say that?  Is she 
really that nasty? Did you know who was going to win?  Were they 
really starving?”  When asked about my job, I usually give a vague 
answer: “Oh, I’m freelance; I work in television.”  Sometimes I’m 
pressed for more details.  “I’m an audio mixer, you know, the ears of 
a show, if the camera is the eyes.” If a person is really nosy, they will 
learn that I’ve worked in what’s now called “reality television” for 
several years. Many years ago, this was only mildly interesting.  The 
true question underneath all this is: “Is it really real?”  

But is that the most important question? It amazes me that this 
juggernaut of pop culture is already generating writing and dialogue 
that dissects the sociological and cultural importance of the reality 
genre. Whenever I read or hear a piece about how it has changed 
television programming or even American society forever, I can’t 
help but be a bit puzzled.  Since it’s “just” my career, it’s made me 
reflect:  What is the value, if there is any, in reality television? And 
why does it so greatly affect us?

Let’s get one thing straight: it’s unscripted television, not reality 
television.  Never was it supposed to portray reality. Whenever a 
bunch of strange crew members with lots of expensive, heavy video 
equipment get thrown into the mix, it’s going to be artificial.  Sure, 
documentaries approach reality—they capture life in progress and 
try not to interfere—but still, there’s a person with a camera there.  
On the other hand, unscripted television sets up a manufactured 
situation and then lets things unfold, with various manipulations 
along the way, usually in the form of planned, staged events that are 
heavily edited to give only the high points of every drama.

Ask yourself, gentle viewer: how real is it when a bunch of people 
get dropped into the wilderness or onto a deserted island and have 
to survive? Or when a group of kids who don’t 
know each other are 

thrown into an overly decorated house/RV and live together/go on a 
trip with no money? How about when a horde of impossibly good-
looking men or women all compete under one roof for an equally 
impossibly good-looking woman or man?  

Most of you actually recognize the shows I’m talking about; the 
Survivor series, the Real World/Road Rules empire, the Bachelor 
franchise.  There’s a lot that’s not very real about them. The Tribal 
Council set is a lot of chicken wire and plaster built into the existing 
surroundings. Those cool missions or challenges those Real World/
Road Rules kids do take a lot of planning, rigging, and preparation. 
The Bachelor-type houses take thousands of feet of cable and weeks 
to prepare with camera, audio, and lighting.  

So what value could this genre of true-life meets fakery possibly 
offer?  I think the answers are both closely personal and widely 
applicable.  When I started working on a little cable show on MTV 
called Road Rules, I and my fellow crew really thought we’d always 
be doing non-network, non-mainstream television. The format 
was simple, but the technical and physical demands were extreme, 
and that’s what I loved about unscripted television. It was a great 
challenge, and far more interesting than sitting on a dim soundstage 
on a studio lot, waiting for a microphone to break. I got to see a 
large chunk of the world, make some lasting friendships, and learn a 
lot about life.  

It was eye-opening to me (especially since I was fairly close in age 
to the cast) to see how some would push themselves beyond their 
limitations and fears, while some would take the experience for 
granted. Some would make themselves work as a team despite 
personal differences, but others would stay arrogant and self-
centered.  This same dynamic played out behind the camera with 

the crew, as we learned to work together as 
well.  My faith was often challenged and 
questioned; however, I not only discovered 
how integral it is to my life, but also found 
that my colleagues were eager to talk about 
spiritual topics with a person they considered 
a friend. I realized that people’s lives are 
changed during a shoot, sometimes much 
more than what you see on the screen, 
for both cast and crew. It’s an intense, 
compacted experience that forces one to 
look much more closely at the intricacies 
of life. A staple interview question that 
a seasoned reality director friend always 
asks is “What have you learned, and 
how have you changed or grown?” The 
cast, knowing they have to answer that 
question every week, is more apt to 

Let’s get one thing 
straight: it’s unscripted 
television, not reality 
television.

By Erika Gieschen
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…whatever you do, do it all 
for the glory of God 

(1 Cor. 10:31) 

Is There Value in Reality Television by Erika Gieschen. 

Copyright © 2006 by Erika Gieschen. Used by permission.

re-evaluate choices and events than to just sail through the week without 

introspection.  The crew doesn’t get to talk to the cameras, but we too 

have found it valuable to take stock of our experience in a deliberate and 

thoughtful manner.

Nowadays, things have become decidedly more complicated with the 

explosion of network reality TV, and the plethora of job opportunities 

that have come with it. I remember getting called for a show called 

“Temptation Island,” and when the premise was explained to me, I 

really thought the production manager was kidding around.  People 

being baited to cheat on their partner? As entertainment? Of course, 

now that’s old news. By the time “The Bachelor” called, it was clear that 

I had to be willing to take responsibility for choosing what jobs I did 

based on content. These decisions haven’t been easy. I had an incredible 

adventure doing a season of “Survivor,” but I couldn’t in good conscience 

work for that company again after learning about how that production 

company operated. When “Dating Show in France” (later known as “Joe 

Millionaire”) was starting, I had already decided that I needed to adhere 

to a blanket rule of No Dating Shows, even if I hadn’t worked for a while 

and could use the money and show credit. Of course there are many other 

factors that go into choosing what assignment to take, but it’s a constant 

sorting of priorities and a lot of prayer. I haven’t always made the best 

choices, but of course God has been faithful nonetheless.

Okay, so obviously there’s personal value for me, the crew, and the cast —

but what about you, the maybe not-so-gentle viewer?  Let’s go back to the 

questions—what is the elusive real in reality? And why are we so riveted to 

these shows, even the ones we won’t publicly admit to watching?

When you watch a scripted film or television show, there’s a degree of 

predictability —you know the story needs to be resolved before the hour 

is up, you know that if a character leaves or dies, it’s because the actor’s 

contract ran out, and you know what consequences will most likely follow 

a character’s decision. However, in an unscripted show, there are no such 

guarantees. You have no idea what could happen because the story is 

being written as you watch; characters are being developed in real time 

and there’s no obligation to keep them consistent. And when they scream 

or laugh or scheme or sacrifice, it’s really, truly happening.

You see, what is absolutely real are the emotions, the behavior, and 

human nature. That’s what’s so compelling, and even addictive—

the unpredictability of people thrown into situations they have no 

immediate control over. What will they do? What will they say? Or, more 

importantly, What would I do? What would I say? You see, unscripted 

television is a window into a different world, where things are always 

exciting and glossy and high adventure, but it’s populated with people just 

like you or me.  Today, Jane Doe; tomorrow, Jane from “that” TV show. 

Who wouldn’t want a bit of stardom, even if it lasts for just a moment?  

Yet do we really need to be on the small screen to become more self-aware, 

to see life with greater clarity?  I think that reality programming gives you 

unprecedented opportunity as a viewer to actively engage with the usually 

passive medium of television.  It’s a unique opportunity to put yourself 

in Jane Doe’s shoes and work through common situations and familiar 

emotions without having to live out her consequences, and in so doing, 

grow and learn a bit.  

So don’t just ask yourself what you would do or say—ask yourself why? 

Would you really, truly behave any differently than those on the show? 

I’ve worked on a quite a few very different programs, and yet people are 

generally the same: everyone wants to be accepted; no one wants to be 

misunderstood. Everyone has his or her own story; no one is immune 

from fear. We think we know ourselves the best; no one ever does. I am 

always surprised when viewers tell me how much they hate so-and-so 

from a show that I’ve worked on. “You’ve never even met her/him,” I 

think, “and yet you can call her/him all sorts of names.” Even the most 

annoying, repulsive cast members I’ve had to put a microphone on have 

some redeeming characteristics, or exhibit behaviors that I have to admit I 

have sometimes too.   

I’ve predicted the death of reality TV’s popularity at least two or three 

times, and within the somewhat small world of reality crewmembers, 

we always speculate as to when this remarkable trend of employment 

options will finally fade away. What we do know is this: as long as people 

watch television, reality will never go away completely.  Why? Because, 

dear viewer, your own life will always be surreal, unpredictable, and 

adventurous, and watching what you already know to be true happen 

with other people makes you part of a community, where these strangers 

on the screen could be your neighbors, friends, family. In a sense, they are. 

So next time you tune into an unscripted program, look for the moments 

of clarity; look for the lessons learned or rejected, and challenge yourself 

to have those epiphanies too. You have your own fear factors; you have to 

negotiate alliances and make sacrifices at your work; you have to learn to 

get along in your own real world house.  

Just don’t try to
 date twenty 

people at the sa
me time.
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Miracles
of

Miracles Of Provision
• Jesus turns water into wine at Cana (John 2:1-11)

• Jesus feeds more than 5,000 people (John 6:1-14) 

• A second large catch of fish (John 21:1-14) 
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We thank you, O God, 

Sovereign-Strong, 
Sovereign-Strong, 

Who Is and Who Was.
Who Is and Who Was.

You took your great power
You took your great power

And took over — reigned! 
And took over — reigned! 

Revelation 11:17, The Message
Revelation 11:17, The Message

Miracles of Healing
•  Jesus heals the Gentile woman’s demon-possessed 

daughter (Matt. 15:21-28) 

• Jesus heals Simon Peter’s mother-in-law (Mark 1:29-31) 

• Jesus cleanses a leper (Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-15)

• Healing a paralytic (Mark 2:1-12) 

• Healing a centurion’s servant (Luke 7:1-10)

• Cleansing the 10 lepers (Luke 17:11-19) 

• Healing a nobleman’s son of his fever (John 4:46) 

•  Jesus heals an invalid at the Bethesda pool (John 5:1-15) 

• Jesus heals the man born blind (John 9) 

Power over Nature
• Jesus walks on water (Matt. 14:22-33) 

• Jesus calms a storm (Mark 4:35-41) 

Power over Death
• Raising the ruler’s (Jairus’s) daughter (Mark 5:22-43) 

• Raising a widow’s son at Nain (Luke 7:11-17) 

• Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-44)
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Luke 8:22-25
22One day Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Let’s go over to the other side of the 
lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 
23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall 
came down on the lake, so that the boat 
was being swamped, and they were in 
great danger. 
 24The disciples went and woke him, 
saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to 
drown!”
 He got up and rebuked the wind and the 
raging waters; the storm subsided, and 
all was calm. 25“Where is your faith?” he 
asked his disciples.
 In fear and amazement they asked one 
another, “Who is this? He commands 
even the winds and the water, and they 
obey him.”

11  
Bib

le 
Stu

dy

The disciples of Christ often found themselves in dangerous 

and frightening situations. One time, Jesus and His disciples were crossing the Sea of 

Galilee in a boat when a sudden, strong squall arose. While Jesus slept, His disciples 

watched the wind-tossed boat fill with water from the rough waves.

 C What is your “weather forecast” for the dis ci ples? (How do you think they were 

feeling during the storm?) 

 
 
 

  & Now read Luke 8:22-25.
 C Compare your fore cast to their actual feelings. 

 
 
 

 C Why was Jesus able to sleep peacefully through the storm? What kept the 

disciples from doing this too? 

 
 
 

 C The disciples woke Jesus. He spoke and calmed the storm. What effect do you 

think this had on His disciples? 

 
 
 

 C Jesus asked them, “Where is your faith?” What did He mean? 

 
 
 

 C What did the disciples discover about Jesus through this incident?

Luke 8:22-25
storm shelter

lesson 11  Bible Study
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I have told you 
these things, so that 
in me you may have 
peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I 

have overcome the 
world.

—John 16:33

»sat
With God, fears don’t have to stress 
us out. God gives us rest. Put your 
faith to work and let your fears take a 
day off—rest in God’s forgiveness.

Pop Culture

»mon
Are you at peace with the people in your home? How 
about friends at school? Find a way to make peace with 
someone this week.

»tues
How do you get peace with God? By doing good things? 
Being nice? In the Bible, “peace with God” means 
“salvation.” You can have peace with God by asking for 
salvation. Go to God and ask Him to renew your heart.

»wed
To experience peace with God, come to Him. Share your 
anxieties and concerns in prayer. Tell God your deepest 
fears.

»thurs
Take heart. Be brave. “In this world you will have 
trouble.” But Jesus has overcome the world. Meditate on 
how Jesus has overcome the fearful things in your world.

»fri
Jesus has told us what to expect from the world and how 
to react. This can eliminate many of our fears. Renew 
your desire to read God’s fearfighting Word.

 Pop culture is a really tricky subject to deal with 
because Christians have such strong feelings about it. 
Of course, we don’t all have the same strong feelings. 
Within the church you’ll find every opinion possible on 
how followers of Christ should handle pop culture.  
 Some believers think that we should strictly 
separate ourselves from the world—that we should 
dress differently, not go to movies, and listen to only 
Christian music. Others feel that it’s totally fine—and 
even gives us witnessing opportunities—when we 
share the same media interests as our non-believing 
friends.
 So what’s the godly approach? That’s a tough 
question, because the Bible doesn’t give us black-and-
white rules for handling pop culture and the media. 
That’s where faith comes in. Basically every Christian 
has to decide—in faith—where he or she will draw the 
line. When will you participate in the things of our 
culture and when will you say no?

 Thankfully, in Romans 14, Paul gave us some great 
advice we can apply in this area.
 First, this decision is between you and God—not 
between you and anyone else on earth (vs. 7, 8, 12). 
Where you draw your line should be a result of lots of 
Bible study and prayer. 
 Next, if your conscience says that something 
doesn’t line up with Scripture, you shouldn’t do it. In 
other words, “everything that does not come from 
faith is sin” (vs. 23).  
 Finally, in deciding what to wear, what to watch, and 
what to listen to, you should put others first (vs. 13). 
Even if you think a certain movie is fine, it’s wrong to 
watch it if you know that it will tempt your buddy to sin.
 So how about it? Where are you gonna draw your 
line?
 “For none of us lives for himself alone and none 
of us dies for himself alone. If we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether 
we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” –Romans 14:7-8
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 Every night since Myles became a Christian, he has prayed for all his friends and family members who don’t 

know Christ. But despite his prayers, he’s still afraid. He’s scared that they won’t go to heaven. He has tried to talk 

to them, but he’s afraid of turning them off or saying the wrong thing. 

 When Jayden woke up in the hospital, he remembered the terror of the night before. He remembered the 

feeling of panic as he realized that the car coming toward him was coming head-on into his lane. There was 

nothing he could do to stop it. Jayden realized that he could die, and he wasn’t really sure what would happen 

after death. Was there really a God and a heaven? How could he be sure that he would go there?

 Fear—the feeling that causes your hands to get sweaty, your heart to pound, and your throat to tighten. 

It’s a feeling of complete helplessness. All of us have experienced it at one time or another. 
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Perfect love drives out fear
 Of course, not all fear is bad. Remember your mother telling you that if you walk out into a busy street without looking, 
you can get hit by a car? This is a good fear because it keeps us from hurting ourselves. In the same way, fear of the effects of 
drugs or alcohol could keep us from using them and hurting ourselves.
 But fear can also do horrible things to us. It can cripple us and stop us from enjoying life. The question is, what can we do 
about it?
 The biggest trouble is that too many of us try to face our fear alone. We think that we are weak or not grown up if we can’t 
face our fears by ourselves. So we tell everybody that everything’s OK. And then we are really alone. Unfortunately, sometimes 
something even worse happens. We ask for help. We break down and tell somebody about our problems, only to be turned 
off, told to get lost, rejected.
 Where can you turn when you’re afraid? Who can you tell who you know will listen and care? There is only one person 
who will always be there—Jesus. His answer for fear is His love. John wrote in 1 John 4:18, “Perfect love drives out fear.”
 The next time you feel afraid, ask yourself some of these questions; then apply the principles below. There is no magic cure 
for painful emotions, but if we go to God with our fears, He will help us through.

1. Is this fear realistic?
Am I in actual danger of some kind? Is there something I can do to ease my fear? For instance, if you are afraid of not being 
good enough to get into heaven, that’s a realistic fear. Heaven and hell are very real places, and none of us is good enough to 
merit heaven. You need to accept God’s forgiveness for your sin.

2. Ask yourself, What is the worst thing that could happen to me if...?
Are you afraid your parents might divorce? If so, what would you do? Who would you live with, and why? Who could help 
you deal with your grief? What other groups do you belong to that could give you support and a sense of identity? Go ahead 
and ask the hard questions behind your vague fears; that way you can envision yourself surviving. And surviving is the first 
step to overcoming.

3. What can I do to prevent my fear from becoming a reality?
Are you afraid of being alone? First of all, remember that we’re all alone sometimes; is that so bad? What skills can you 
develop to help you reach out to others? There are some things you can change to keep those scary things from happening. 

4. Is this fear excessive? If so, what can I do to lessen its intensity?
Try conquering the fear one step at a time. Perhaps you have a paralyzing fear of crowds. Ask a friend to stand with you in a 
small crowd, say, in a department store. As your courage increases, increase the size of the crowd.
   Some fears may be irrational, but it’s never stupid to seek help with them. Don’t hesitate to talk with a caring adult, like a 
parent, teacher, or church leader. They can help you decide whether you need a professional counselor.

5. What can I focus on instead of my fear?
Below are several Scriptures to remind you of God’s constant presence and protection. 

 God knows my future—Proverbs 3:5-6.

 God cares about every detail of my life—Luke 12:6-7.

 God wants the best for me—Jeremiah 29:11-13.

 God wants to hear all about my problems—Philippians 4:6.

 God will protect me—Isaiah 43:2.

 God can do the impossible—Luke 18:27.
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Luke 9:12-17
12Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to 
him and said, “Send the crowd away so 
they can go to the surrounding villages 
and countryside and find food and 
lodging, because we are in a remote place 
here.”
 13He replied, “You give them something 
to eat.”
 They answered, “We have only five 
loaves of bread and two fish—unless 
we go and buy food for all this crowd.” 
14(About five thousand men were there.)
 But he said to his disciples, “Have them 
sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 
15The disciples did so, and everybody sat 
down. 16Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish and looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke them. Then he 
gave them to the disciples to distribute 
to the people. 17They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that 
were left over.

John 6:33-35
33“For the bread of God is he who 
comes down from heaven and gives life 
to the world.”
 34“Sir,” they said, “always give us 
this bread.”
 35Then Jesus declared, “I am the 
bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty.”

After spending most of the day with Jesus, 

the people were hungry. Jesus fed them all with five loaves of bread and two fish.

  & Read Luke 9:12-17.
 C What were the disciples’ initial concerns? 

 
 

 C Why did Jesus ask them to do something that appeared impossible? 

 
 

The bread and fish should have whetted the crowd’s appetite to devour spiritual 

food. Instead, it awakened their greed. The next day they approached Jesus for 

another handout. This time He described more clearly the spiritual feast He offers 

hungry people.

  & Read John 6:33-35.
 C Where does the bread of God come from? What is its function? 

 
 

 C Who is the bread of God? What kind of hunger and thirst does this food 

satisfy? 
 
 

 C According to these verses, what must we do to have our hunger and thirst 

satisfied by Christ? 

 
 

Consider these verses that surround Jesus’ declaration that He is the bread of God. 

Then apply these two ques tions to each of the verses given.

 C  What does the verse say about what Jesus does or has done to meet our 

spiritual needs? 

 C  What clues does the verse give about what we must do to have our spiritual 

needs met? 
 
 John 6:27 John 6:51 John 6:58

Selections from Luke and John
food that never spoils
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lesson 12  Bible Study



Americans eat nearly 100 acres of pizza 

every day-that’s approximately 

350 slices per 

second!

Apples have more Vitamin C than  

oranges and apples are more efficient than 

caffeine in keeping people awake in the mornings! 

Why? The sugar in apples and the act of 

chewing, works better than a 

cup of coffee. 

 
The average 

kid will eat 1,500 peanut 

butter a
nd jelly s

andwiches by the time 

he or she graduates from high school.

Did you know that there is a  

giant mushroom in Oregon that  

is over 2,400 years old, covers  

3.4 square miles of land, and is  
still growing!

Jesus fed over 5,000 people  

with a boy’s lunch of 5 loaves and 2 

fish. You do the math- a miracle! 

A company in Taiwan makes 

dinnerware out of wheat, so 

you can eat your plate!
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And my God 
will meet all your 
needs according 

to the riches  
of his glory in 
Christ Jesus.

—Philippians 4:19

»mon
“And my God”—can you say that with confidence? If you 
are a Christian, you belong to God. Take time to examine 
your re la tion ship with God today.

»tues
Try not watching TV for a day. How badly would you miss 
it? Ask God to fulfill whatever needs watching TV once 
provided.

»wed
“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing”  (Ps. 23:1). 
Begin keeping a list of your prayer requests and watch 
how God answers.

»thurs
Ever been a little nervous and at a loss for words, 
especially when it came to talking about your faith? Ask 
God to help you calm down when you want to clam up.

»fri
Paul was in need, and the Philippian church helped him. 
Who has God sent into your life to meet some of your 
deepest needs? Thank God for this person today.

»sat
“ . . . the riches of his glory in Christ 
Jesus.” We may not have silver and 
gold, but God has given us wonderful 
gifts that no one can take from us: 
for give ness and abundant life through 
Jesus. Thank God for this kind of 
wealth.



Americans eat nearly 100 acres of pizza 

every day-that’s approximately 

350 slices per 

second!
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Don’t be impulsive. You’re going to have this car for some 
time. Make sure that it is a good buy for you and your 
money.

Do the homework. Research what you’re buying. Some 
cars have specific problems associated with them and 
(or) specific parts that cost more to fix. There are a lot of 
consumer guides out there on the Internet. Look them up.

Don’t buy from friends. Buy cars from older folks who tend 
to take care of their vehicles. Teen drivers abuse cars—
especially modern sport compact cars.

Avoid car lots. The way car lots make money is that they sell 
the car for much more than it’s worth. For a first time car 
buyer, it is better to buy privately. 

Have the money. Borrowing money is okay for your first car, 
but it is better to have your own money. It is the best way 
to determine your price range.

Stay away from fixer-uppers. If you have to put $500 into 
fixing a car, be sure it’s factored into the price. Fixer-
uppers are fun for weekend mechanics but not as primary 
transportation.

Lower is better. Lower mileage cars tend to be more 
reliable. Remember, low mileage is relative to the car and 
its history. For example, the low mileage found on a foreign 
car might be double a domestic model.

Ask questions. Know the car’s history and if it has had lots 
of work done to it. 

Ask if the car has had multiple owners. People don’t keep 
unreliable cars.

Make sure the car fits your needs and you’ll 
be able to drive it safely. A great deal on 

a semi-truck won’t help you if you’re 
looking for an everyday ride. Plus, if the 
car is gigantic and your parking skills 
poor, add on the stress. 

Be happy with your first car. Don’t 
get pressured into buying your 
dad’s favorite. You’ll spend a 
good portion of your life in your 

first car—so love it. Be 
sweet to it. Because 
with cars you get what 
you give.

If you’re a teen, chances are there is a car in your future. Hey, you have to get 
to youth group somehow. But before you plunk down the cash read these tips.

First Car
 T i p s  o n  B u y i n g  Y o u r

First Car

– Jacob Bouchard (19)



Money, Money, Money,
But How Much?

 Take this quiz to find out how much it matters to you.

 Suppose you just took some truth serum, so you have to answer the following 
questions with complete honesty. Circle how you would answer each one.

Money Mat ters

8
  Complete this sentence: I have 

probably memorized more 
_____ than anything else.

 A. Sports facts
 B. Bible verses
 C. Credit card numbers
 D. Song lyrics

  How would you feel after one 
month without going to the 
mall?

 A. Fantastic
 B. Fine
 C. Frustrated
 D. Frazzled

  What’s the first word that 
comes to mind when you hear 
the word “charge”?

 A. It
 B. Card
 C. Account
 D. Any other word

9

10

  Your first words as a young 
child probably were:

 A. Da Da
 B. Doggie
 C. Gimme
 D. Tax deduction

  Quick! Think of a word that 
rhymes with funny. What do 
you say?

 A. Sunny 
 B. Money
 C. Honey
 D. Bunny

  Shopping is:
 
 A. My life!
 B.  One of my favorite ways to 

spend time
 C. A fun thing to do at times
 D.  Something that has to be done 

once in a while

1

2

3

            Oh, no, your house is on 
fire! Don’t worry, your 
family is safe. What would 
you be most sad to lose?

 A. Your pictures
 B. New clothes
 C. Cell phone
 D. Your money

  Which of these sounds do 
you like most?

 A. The clinking of loose change
 B. Ripping paper off a gift
 C. Refrigerator door opening
 D. Children laughing

  What do you most want to 
be someday?

 A. Rich
 B. Famous
 C. Rich and famous
 D. Wise

  What gives you the most 
satisfaction?

 
 A. Giving money away
 B. Saving money
 C. Spending money
 D. Making money

6

5

4

7
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• What material things would you be most upset about losing?
• Why did God give us money and the things that money can buy?
• Can it be wrong to spend money on yourself? Explain.

     See how you scored on the “Money Matters” quiz, below...

MaterialisM Meter

Add up your points according to the table below and draw an arrow to your score 
on the materialism meter. Maybe this silly quiz helped you to examine how 
important material things are to you.

Massive MaterialistMinimal Materialist

4. A-0
 B-6
 C-10
 D-10

5. A-10
 B-9
 C-8
 D-0

6. A-9
 B-8
 C-10
 D-0

7. A-0
 B-8
 C-10
 D-9

8. A-6
 B-0
 C-10
 D-6

9. A-0
 B-2
 C-8
 D-10

1. A-0
 B-4
 C-8
 D-10

2. A-0
 B-10
 C-6
 D-4

3. A-10
 B-8
 C-6
 D-0

10. A-10
 B-10
 C-10
 D-0

0 
  

   
5 

   
  1

0 
   

 1
5 

   
 2

0   
  2

5    
 30     

35     40     45     50     55     60     65     70     75     80     85     90     95    100

Mild Materialist Major Materialist

Medium Materialist

 I n all seriousness:
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And my God 
will meet all your 

needs according 

to the riches  

of his glory in  

Christ Jesus.

– Philippians 4:19
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John 11:1-4, 23-25, 41-45
1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He 
was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. (2This Mary, whose 
brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the 
same one who poured perfume on the 
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3So 
the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the 
one you love is sick.” 
 4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This 
sickness will not end in death. No, it is 
for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be 
glorified through it.”

  23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise again.”
  24Martha answered, “I know he will rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day.”
 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they 
die.”

 41 So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. 42I 
knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 
 43 When he had said this, Jesus called 
in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  
44The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet wrapped with strips of linen, 
and a cloth around his face.
  Jesus said to them, “Take off the 
grave clothes and let him go.” 
  45Therefore many of the Jews who 
had come to visit Mary, and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him.

Everywhere Jesus went He made news. Nowhere did His 

presence have a greater impact than in Bethany after the death of Lazarus.

Read the account of this amazing incident in John 11:1-46.

Imagine yourself an eye wit ness or even one of the participants. Then re-create the 

event as it might have been reported on that evening’s news cast. Use scratch paper to 

jot down notes.

 C News Commentator: This is your evening news roundup. Today’s top story happened 

in Bethany. (Summarize the incident in a few sentences.)

 C Now we’ll switch to our on-the-spot reporters in Bethany for some interviews of those 

who witnessed the miracle.

 C Reporter: I’m interviewing Thomas, a disciple who went with Jesus to Bethany. 

Thomas, we heard that Jesus waited two days before going to Bethany after He 

received word of the illness. Do you know why? 

Thomas:

 C Reporter: How did you and the other disciples feel about Jesus’ making the trip to 

Bethany? 
Thomas:

 C Reporter: Has Jesus explained how He is able to perform these miracles and why He 

does them? 
Thomas:

 C Reporter: And now to the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus for an interview with the 

two sisters who summoned Jesus. Mary, how did you feel when you first saw Jesus? 

Mary:

 C Reporter: Jesus reportedly was very upset at your brother’s death. Why would Jesus 

mourn when He knew He would soon raise Lazarus? 

Mary:

 C Reporter: Can you describe the steps Jesus took before raising Lazarus? 

Mary:

 C Reporter: Here’s Martha, another sister of Lazarus. Martha, what was your purpose in 

contacting Jesus about your brother’s illness? 

Martha:

 C Reporter: How did you feel when Jesus finally arrived? 

Martha:

 C Reporter: Jesus told you some startling things about Himself when He first came. Will 

you explain what He said? 

Martha:

 C Reporter: What did Jesus mean when He said those who believe in Him will not die? 

Martha:

 C News Commentator: We can draw several conclusions from this miracle. (Summarize 

the miracle’s meaning.)

lesson 13  Bible Study

13 
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John 11:1-4, 23-25, 41-4
5

eyewitness report
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I am the 
resurrection 
and the life. 

The one who 
believes in me 
will live, even 
though they 

die.”
—John 11:25

»mon
Lazarus’s resurrection was 
an electrifying and mystifying 
event in Jesus’ life. Put 
yourself in His followers’ 
places—do you think their 
first reaction was one of 
hope or fear? 

»tues
How can somebody live, even 
though he or she dies? Jesus 
used this strong contrast to 
make His point very clear: 
when you’re dead, He’ll bring 
you back to life. Thank God 
for the incredible power of 
the resurrection.

»wed
Do you know anyone who 
does not believe in life after 
death? How does this person 
see his or her life? How 

would that outlook change if the person 
knew he or she would live forever?

»thurs
In this verse, life follows resurrection. If 
our glorified bodies are still recognizable 
(like Jesus’), how will life after the 
resurrection be different than before it?

»fri
Jesus uses the present and future 
tenses in this verse. In what ways does 
the resurrection affect you? 

»sat
The central hope of the Christian faith 
is the resurrection of believers, a future 
assured us by Jesus’ death and proven 
by His resurrection. What is your idea of 
heaven? 

I don’t think we’ve met, but I think you know me—or at least someone like me. 
I like listening to music, hanging out at the mall, and being with my friends. My 
brother and sister hassle me, and my parents fight sometimes. I have my good days 
and my bad days. Last week I did better on a test than I had hoped. But then when 
I got home, my parents were ticked off that I hadn’t cleaned my room. That’s how 
some days go. Such is life.

When I became a Christian, I thought that eternal life was something I would get 
after I died, and this life was just something to be endured. I was wrong! Eternal 
life is something that started when Jesus saved me. Knowing this really makes a 
difference at how I look at things. 

The other day, I was having a bad day. Mom didn’t like the clothes I was wearing; 
while I was changing, I missed my bus; I walked to school in the rain, forgetting my 
homework in the rush—you get the picture. At the time, as far as I was concerned, 
the day was ruined.

Then it dawned on me again—I’m going to live forever with God! What a difference 
it made! Don’t get me wrong; my problems didn’t just fly away, but I knew that 
Jesus was around to help me. After all, we’re going to be spending a lot of time 
together—like forever! Remembering this changed my attitude about my clothes, 
because my mom is more important to me than what I’m wearing. Then some kids 
thought it was funny that I was soaked, and we all had a good laugh over it. 

There’s more to this life than seventy to eighty years (or whatever). Because I have 
eternal life I look at things differently now. It’s great knowing that the good you do 
today is going to make a difference in eternity. It’s like I have somebody else’s eyes—
Christ’s. It’s almost like it isn’t me anymore, even though it is.

Sometimes when bad things happen, thoughts come into my mind telling me 
that there was no reason, no purpose, for it to happen. Then my brain goes crazy, 
wondering if anything has a purpose, or if it’s all just senseless.

But since I have eternal life, I can keep reminding myself that there is a purpose to 
events (even if I don’t know what those purposes are) and that God is in control. 

Even though I still want the hurt to go away, my faith lifts me above what I can see. 
I know that beyond and within this life is another life, where the pain is easier to 
take and the questions eventually get answered.

I have eternal life NOW.  And that makes all the difference.

More 

to This Life
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“	I	thought	that	
	 eternal	life	was	something	
	 I	would	get	AFTER	I	died,	and	
	 this	life	was	just	something	to	be
		 endured.	I	was	wrong!	Eternal	life	
	 is	something	that	started	when	
	 Jesus	saved	me.”



HS

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.
Psalm 32:8, NIV

“Why is being alone with God      
                   important?”
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